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MEMBERSHIP 
DEVELOPMENT 


The Importance of Church Membership 
by Donald F. West. Excellent for minis- 
ters and laymen to use in connection with 
evangelistic visitation. 


Guideposts for New Members by Frank 
H. Kennedy. Offers practical guidance in 
finding a significant place in the life of 
the church. 


Your Home Can Be Christian by Lloyd 
and Vera Channels. Primarily addressed 
to parents, it is also for those contemplat- 
ing marriage and a Christian home. 


When Sunday Comes by A. C. Ragsdale. 
An argument for church attendance that 
will challenge indifferent and non-church 
members. Written in a quick and easy 


style. 


Where Your Treasure Is by Loren E. 
Lair. This pamphlet presents a logical 
and challenging reason for practicing 
Christian stewardship. 


Your New Adventure—Church Member- 
ship by Doris Clore Demaree. For junior 
high boys and girls, it interprets church 
membership as a thrilling adventure. 


WORLD OUTREACH 


Our Church in a World Fellowship by 
George Walker Buckner, Jr. An account 
of the participation of the Disciples of 
Christ in interdenominational movements. 


No More Local Churches by Willard M. 
Wickizer. Emphasizes the dependence 
of every congregation on the brotherhood 
in general. 


Gentlemen, 


WORSHIP 


Beatitudes of Christian Worship by 
Perry Epler Gresham. A delightful pres- 
entation of the necessity and value of 
public worship. Its poetic style will 
exhort the reader. 


Come and Worship by Ronald E. Osborn. 
Suggestions to the individual on how to 
get the most out of public worship. 


Portraits of Ten Worshipers by W. 
Oliver Harrison. Ten sketches showing 
the effect of the morning worship service 
on different participants. 


The Significance of Christian Baptism 
by Waymon Parsons. An interpretation 
of the spiritual significance of Christian 
— Beneficial to all church mem- 
ers. 


Whence Cometh My Help? by James 
Blair Miller. A guide for the practice 
of personal devotions—how to begin and 
how to keep going. 


The Significance of the Lord’s Supper 
by F. W. Wiegmann. This pamphlet en- 
ables the reader to understand the signfi- 
cance of our Lord’s Table. 


EVANGELISM 


Our Confession of Faith by H. B. Mc- 
Cormick. An answer to the profound 
questions of why and how we commit 
body, mind and spirit to Christ for him 
to guide and transform. 


And Forbid Them Not by Dorothy 
Richeson. For parents who should—but 
do not—encourage their children to at- 
tend and join the church. 


Clip and mail to 


Please send and bill the following pamphlets to: 


25¢ dozen, per title (dozen lots only) 
. 93A141, And Forbid Them Not 


. 93A156, A Short History of the Disciples of 
Christ 


. 93A142, As Protestants We Believe 
. 93A143, Beatitudes of Christian Worship 


. 93A144, Characteristic Beliefs of the Disciples 
of Christ 


.- 93A150, Guideposts for New Members 
. 93A152, No More Local Churches 
- 93A153, Our Church in a World Fellowship 
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. 93A154, Our Confession of Faith 

- 93A155, Portraits of Ten Worshipers 

- 93A146, The Christian and Social Drinking 

- 93147, The Christian’s Political Responsibility 
. 93A148, The Church and Human Relations 

- 93A151, The Importance of Church Membership 
- 93A157, The Significance of Christian Baptism 
. 93A158, The Significance of the Lord’s Supper 
. 93A160, Whence Cometh My Help? 


Ye Are My Witnesses by Clark Buckner. 
A call to every Christian to become a 
personal evangelist. Excellent for evange- 
listic visitation instruction. 


CHURCH HISTORY 
AND BELIEFS 


A Short History of the Disciples of 
Christ by Vere H. Rogers. A thumbnail 
account of the origin and development of 
the Disciples of Christ. 


As Protestants We Believe by Harry C. 
Munro. A presentation of beliefs that 
characterize Protestants—as being distinct 
from those of Roman Catholics. 


Characteristic Beliefs of the Disciples 
of Christ by Gaines M. Cook. A concise 
interpretation of the doctrines of the Dis- 
ciples of Christ. 


SOCIAL ACTION 


The Christian and Social Drinking by 
Barton A. Johnson. A realistic treatment 
of one of today’s most vexing problems. 
A simple presentation of facts and figures. 


The Christian's Political Responsibility 
by James A. Crain. A timely and help- 
ful pamphlet in view of current political 
trends. 


The Church and Human Relations by 
Ruth Beck and Alberta Lunger. A con- 
versation of two women on the indi- 
vidual’s relationships to other human be- 
ings. 

Literature Dispenser, attractive 21 x 10 
black cardboard containing 5 pockets, 
gold-labeled Free Literature. FREE with 
every $10.00 order. Can be purchased 
separately for 50¢ each. 
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THIS WEEK . 


The Bible and benevolence are 
major emphases in this issue. 

Our date of issue marks Uni- 
versal Bible Sunday, so we fea- 
ture an attractive cover; a lead 
editorial, “‘The Everlasting Light” 
(p. 7); an article by Joseph R. 
Sizoo, “What Darkness Cannot 
Dim” (p. 5); and another article, 
“On Using the Bible,” by Clifford 
H. Taylor, Jr. (p. 8). 

“Partnership in Child Care” 
calls attention to our Homes for 
children. The article (p. 10) is by 
J. Edward Moseley, well-known 
Disciple free-lance writer and 
one-time assistant editor of The 
Christian-Evangelist. 


COMING . 


Next week you will receive an 
interest-packed Christmas edition 
of The Christian Evangelist-Front 
Rank featuring a lead article by 
John Sutherland Bonnell, one of 
America’s well-known Protestant 
ministers. His article, ‘Christ- 
mas in a Time of Fear and Ten- 
sion,” is one you will not want 
to miss. 

Our Christmas issue will also 
include a Christmas meditation 
by Frank Johnson Pippin, “On 
Keeping Christmas.” 
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A Faith 


Live by 


“ADORATION OF SHEPHERDS,” from window designs by Willett. 


H. Armstrong Roberts. 
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“A Pilgrimage to Bethlehem” 
by Clyde E. Nichols 


HRISTMAS is, coming. In spirit we shall go 

back and re-live the great event which oc- 
curred many years ago. Once more a star will 
light the eastern sky. Again the angel chorus 
will announce “good news of a great joy,” and with 
those of old, ours will be the invitation: ‘Let us 
go over to Bethlehem.” 


On that first Christmas there were shepherds 
abiding in the fields. They came with haste and 
found the babe lying in a manger. The life of a 
shepherd was hard. The days were long and nights 
were bitter cold. They were very poor. But there 
was great hope in their hearts and this made 
them rich. With this hope they came to Bethle- 
hem. 


Wise men came from the East. In all their 
wisdom and knowledge they came in quest of the 
Prince of Peace. They came looking for a way 
through the problem of man’s felationship with 
man. They found their answer in a little child 
when they came to Bethlehem. 


Soldiers came and slew all the children in Beth- 
lehem. Their tramping feet drowned out the song 
of peace on earth, good will toward men. I was 
born in the midst of World War I; my son was 
born during World War II. Must his children 
know the death and destruction of war? 

There were others who came. They filled the 
inn and slept through the night of nights. The 
star shone, the angels sang, and Christ was born; 
but they knew it not! They made the pilgrimage; 
that was all. But was it all? No, they did some- 
thing more—they filled the inn; and there was no 
room for Jesus! 

Christmas is coming and all of us are pilgrims 
once again. How will we go this year? The shep- 
herds came with light in their eyes and hope in 
their hearts. The Wise Men came from the East 
with dreams of peace. The soldiers came at King 
Herod’s command to destroy and kill. But the 
thronging multitude—theirs was the most pathetic 
plight of all; they filled the inn to overflowing and 
crowded out the Christ! 

Listen again to God’s Good News; “To you is 
born this day in the city of David a Savior, who 
is Christ the Lord.” Let us go over to Bethlehem! 





Clyde E. Nichols is minister of First Christian 
Church in Borger, Texas. 
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The Bible is Light Which is Penetrating and Powerful 


What Darkness Cannot Dim 


HIS title strikes a thoroughly 

harmonious note with the 
16th annual World-wide Bible 
Reading theme, which portrays 
the Bible as “The Everlasting 
Light.” 

This Bible Reading program, 
sponsored by the American Bible 
Society, was sparked by the re- 
quest of a Marine on Guadacanal 
who asked his family to join with 
him in reading certain verses 
from the Bible each day. 

It has now become world-wide, 
and the theme this year, “The 
Everlasting Light,’ reminds us 
that the divine light of the knowl- 
edge of the glory of God, 
through Jesus Christ, shining in 
the minds and hearts of all men, 
can yet make this a different 
world. / 

There are two things the Bible 
never takes into consideration: 

The Bible never takes geog- 
raphy into consideration. It leaps 
across the barriers of the nations 
and disregards the frontiers of 
peoples. It is at home in every 
land and language. 

Then, too, it never takes time 
into consideration. Written 
thousands of years ago, it is as 
relevant today as when the words 
were first recorded. It is meant 
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for all lands, all languages and 
all times. The Bible belongs to 
the ages. 

The Bible lights up the road 
to significance. Almost every 
page is aflame with the story of 
what man can do when he is 
willing to let God take possession 
of him. It is always saying, 
“Look what you can do with life 
when it is God-guided.” 

Moses may think himself in- 
adequate for the responsibilities 
which confront him, but when he 
placed his hands in the hands of 
God he became one of the five 
great men of history and the 
founder of a great nation. A 
supplanter becomes a prince of 
God; a plowman in Tekoa be- 
comes a prophet of social justice; 
a man of unclean lips becomes a 
herald of righteous Redeemer; a 
tax collector, never a popular 
man, becomes the writer of the 
First Gospel; a fallen girl by the 
well becomes a city missionary. 

A slave girl becomes the in- 
strument through which a gen- 
eral is cleansed of leprosy; a 
boy’s noonday lunch becomes a 
feast for thousands; an intoler- 
ant bigot becomes a preacher of 
the universal gospel of love. The 
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stone which the builders reject 
becomes the headstone of the 
corner. 

Beneath the thin surface of 
the humblest are _ inestimable 
values. Deep in the human heart 
are talents which grace can 
transform and glorify. In spite 
of what you say, man is made a 
little lower than the angels, cap- 
able of thinking God’s thoughts 
after Him. “What can a man give 
in exchange for his soul?” 


If you ever doubt the worth 
of life, go to Calvary and read 
the story of Christ dying for you. 
To an age overwhelmed with 
frustration and insignifance the 
Bible calls out, “Put yourself in 
the hands of God and leave your- 
self there.” There are no iron 
curtains to keep the power of 
God from lifting the humblest 
and weakest to places of influence 
and power. 

When Evangeline Booth re- 
turned from a world tour for the 
Salvation Army, she told me of a 
little village in India where lived 
the families and members of the 
robber caste. The village was 
full of robbers, thieves and thugs. 
Every attempt by the govern- 
ment to stamp out the wrong 
failed. Then the government re- 
solved to destroy the village en- 
tirely and scatter the people. 

The Salvation Army asked if 
it could have a chance to do 
something to save the village be- 
fore the decree was carried out; 
so a little band of Salvationists 
preached on the street corners 
and in the rice fields. 

The redeeming grace of Christ 
began to work in the village. 
The chief of the robber caste was 
converted, and the entire village 
population was baptized. 
Strangely enough, stealing 
stopped; not a complaint was 
made against them. The village 
had been made over. 

The government police thought 
this was too good to last and, 
sure enough robbers broke out in 
the next village. The police sent 
a secret agent to shadow the 
leader. They saw him late one 
evening, slinking down a narrow 
trail with a bundle under his 
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arm wrapped up in a newspaper. 
They were sure he was at it 
again. They followed him to his 
home, and then they watched 
through the window as he entered 
his house, closed the _ door, 
gathered his family about him 
and unwrapped the bundle. They 
expected to see loot tumble out 
of the package. 

To their surprise they saw that 
the bundle was a Bible which he 
had borrowed from a neighbor in 
another village. The children 
gathered about him near the 
light, and through the open win- 
dow they heard a clear voice 
reading: “Though your sins be as 
scarlet, they shall be white as 
snow; though they be red like 
crimson, they shall be as wool.” 

This is the Book which pierces 
the darkness of sin and offers 
redemption. 

Some years ago, early in my 
ministry. I came to know and to 
befriend a man who was later 
convicted of murder. I stayed 
with him through his long trial 
and his imprisonment in Sing 
Sing. I visited him often in the 
death house. One day I asked 
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the guard who was always with 
me when I talked with him if I 
could give him a copy of the New 
Testament. 

The guard looked the book 
over very carefully and handed 
this New Testament to this con- 
demned man through the steel 
screen which separated us. 

I remember well the last visit 
I had with him a week later. It 
was his last night on earth; the 
following morning he paid the 
penalty. As I walked through 
the corridor with the guard, he 
heard me come, and walked to 
the door of his steel cage and 
said to me, “That man Luke 
wrote a great story.” His face 
was lit up with a light and a 
peace that I have never seen be- 
fore. It would be Luke—the 
gospel of redemption for all those 
who have lost their way; for 
sheep that are lost; for lilies that 
fade and of prodigals who step 
across the pathway of indiscre- 
tion. “Be merry, for this my son 
was dead, and is alive again; he 
was lost, and is found.” This is 
the Book which sheds a light 
which no darkness can dim. 
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The Everlasting Light 


HIS is the year for sesquicentennial cele- 

brations. Americans have celebrated the 
birth of Abraham Lincoln, Christians gen- 
erally have celebrated the birth of John Cal- 
vin, and Disciples of Christ have added their 
concern with the Declaration and Address. 

There is still another such event in which 
we rejoice. In the home of Theodorus Van 
Wyck at 34 Greenwich Street, the New York 
Bible Society was born on December 4, 1809. 

In honor of this occasion, and in keeping 
with our annual emphasis, we give major 
space this week to the Bible. Bible societies 
have done more good than many a coopera- 
tive Christian enterprise, although their 
work is known so vaguely by the general 
membership of the churches. 

The first year, the New York Society dis- 
tributed 1,189 copies of scripture. Last year 
it gave out 1,050,280 copies. The man, 
woman or literate child without the Bible is 
the Bible Society’s sole concern. 

The American Bible Society, formed just 
a few years later, has the task of distribut- 
ing the scriptures around the world, on be- 
half of all the American churches. Last year 
more than a million complete Bibles were 
distributed and a total of 16,629,486 Bibles 
and portions of scripture were distributed. 

About 160 miles east and south of Point 
Barrow, Alaska, America’s northernmost set- 
tlement, is the isolated Eskimo village of 
Anaktuvuk Pass. Most of the people there 
have become Christian and, as one said, 
“Now I know there is a God for he speaks 
Eskimo.” This is thanks to the American 
Bible Society. 

From Anaktuvuk to Little America in the 
Antarctic the light is shining. Isn’t it a 
shame how little you and I know about it? 


By No Means Their Hurt 


EFORE the  sesquicentennial year of 
Thomas Campbell’s Declaration and Ad- 
dress is ended, we should like to pay one 
further tribute to the man and his work, by 
calling attention to a few more significant 
points in these documents. 
Much has been said about the attitude of 
the Campbells to the creeds and confessions. 
The Appendix, a part of the original manu- 
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script, says, “We may appear to our breth- 
ren to oppose them, yet this is to be under- 
stood only insofar as they oppose the unity 
of the church. . . . It is the abuse and not 
the lawful use of such compilations that we 
oppose. . . . Our intention, therefore, with 
respect to all the churches of Christ is per- 
fectly amicable. We heartily wish their 
reformation but by no means their hurt or 
confusion.” 

This is very interesting language, espe- 
cially in the light of what has happened to 
us as a people in the intervening one hun- 
dred and fifty years. All these churches, to 
which they still felt themselves belonging, 
since they were only an “Association,” are 
called churches of Christ. 

This is quite different from what happened 
in many cases of reform, and indeed it is 
quite different from the way that many of 
us act and talk today. 

Thomas Campbell made an impassioned 
plea for unity on the specific teaching of 
scripture and liberty in matters of opinion. 
Furthermore, he realized that even matters 
that looked to him as if they were absolute 
and final teachings of scripture might not 
look so to another. 

This is the great ground of discussion in 
our century. It is not enough to say, “In 
essentials unity.” What are the essentials? 
Campbell said, “Does not the visible scrip- 
tural unity of the Christian church consist 
in the unity of her public profession and 
practice; and under this, in the manifest 
charity of her members, one towards an- 
other; and not in the unity of the private 
opinions and practice of every individual. 
Was not this evidently the case in the apos- 
tles’ days?” 

This is a very important observation. Pub- 
lic profession and practice, and charity to- 
ward one another in unity; these are the 
marks of the oneness of the church. 

How many divisions we observe today, not 
only in the church world at large but 
amongst ourselves, which exist for no other 
reason than that men have insisted on “the 
unity of private opinions of individuals.” 
Notice, also, how much importance we some- 
times attach to unity of doctrine and how 
little interest we have in charity toward one 
another. 

Thomas Campbell was determined that 
these must go hand in hand. 
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the BIBLE 





by Clifford H. Taylor, Jr. " ‘A 








Chaplain, U.S. Nav 
p avy 2 

OME TIME ago I came across the story of a But such an approach actually robs the Bible 
S small boy who carried a Bible to his grand- of much value to us, because we need to realize 
mother with the inquiry as to whose book it was. that there are problems to reading and under- 
When Grandma had informed him that this was standing the Scriptures. Some of the language of 
“Gad's book,” he responded, “Then don’t you think the Bible might be termed as being in an unknown 
we ought to give it back to Him? Nobody here tongue. Did you ever stop to realize that prob- 
seems to be using it!” ably the version of the Bible that we most often 

Actually, at times we seem to regard the Bible read and have in our homes the King James 
not so much as “God's Book” but as God Himself. version—-employs’ language that has changed 
We approach the pages and words with lowered, rather considerably in the last hundred years? 
unquestioning eyes. As we would describe God, One woman, working in a clinic for crippled 
we would describe the Bible as “knowing. all children, had a grandchild who came down-to the 
things, having all knowledge.” clinic occasionally to visit, and one day as they 


were walking home the grandmother was lament- 

Chaplain Taylor is attached to the U.S. Naval Hos- 
pital in Memphis, Tenn This article is adapted from 
i J ; . 3 

a sermon presented there. hospital with broken limbs, twisted legs and arms. 


ing over the state of the children who were in the 
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The child looked at her and said, “Grandmother, 
you shouldn’t say that and be sad, because Jesus 
said to let the little children suffer so they can 


come unto him.” How often have teachers and 
ministers heard that particular twist to that fa- 
miliar scripture and winced, for this is not an in- 
frequent misunderstanding of the scripture due to 
a misunderstanding of the language. 

There are words in some of our translations 
that are similar to this example. For instance, in 
the King James version the word “reins” is used. 
In all probability this means nothing to you other 
those those two lines that come back from the 
bit in a horse’s mouth. But this makes not the 
slightest bit of sense when you say that I feel in 
my reins a certain emotion. 

In the days when Jesus lived, in the days of 
the Bible, people thought that the seat of the emo- 
tions lay in the kidneys, not in the heart, as we 
think of it today—and this was the meaning of 
“reins” three hundred years ago. 

If you translate it, “I feel in my kidneys a cer- 
tain love or emotion,” this, if anything, would 
have a resultant feeling of repugnance to us. 
Therefore, the translators are correct when they 
translate the word “reins” as heart—“I feel in my 
heart.” 

So many times we turn to the Scriptures and 
hand a copy to a person saying, “Read this and 
it will answer all your questions,” without realiz- 
ing that, without some understanding, some of the 
Bible may sound like an unknown tongue if it is 
not in a modern language. 

Sometimes I tremble, too, because the Bible is 
taken by immature people without understanding. 
This can be the case with children. For instance, 
there is the story of a child who came home from 
church and was talking to his mother who had 
not gone with him that day. 

She asked him what the sermon was about, and 
he responded promptly, “my shack, your shack, 
and a bungalow.”’ To him that was what the ser- 
mon was about as far as the wording of it was 
concerned. But for anyone familiar at all with 
the Old Testament, and particularly the Book of 
Daniel, it would be easy to recognize that he was 
preaching about the three children of Israel who 
were cast into a fiery furnace, Shadrach, Meshach, 
and Abednego. 

We have to recognize that sometimes the Scrip- 
tures are read by people who block their minds 
with their own prejudices. Back in the 1920’s or 
30’s, Sinclair Lewis wrote a book in which there 
is the description of a church convention in the 
Midwest. A denomination had split about one 
hundred years ago. One side had gone to the 
scripture and proved by the words of the Bible 
unanswerably that slavery was wrong. The other 
side went to the Bible and proved irrefutably 
that slavery was the will of God. 

There are some difficult parts of the Bible. Peter 
recognized this. In his second letter he wrote 
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that he had run into a situation where some men 
had taken something from the letters of Paul and 
misinterpreted it. Peter said that the words of 
Paul are wise and good, but some who are ignorant 
and unstable have twisted them and perverted 
them to their own destruction. Then he warned, 
“Having been warned of this situation, let a per- 
son beware.” 

There are parts of the Bible that are difficult 
to read and understand. To say that: you can 
hand a copy of the Bible to a child and that he 
can read and understand it all is a great falsehood. 

Men of great learning are quick to admit that 
they do not understand all of the Bible. Most de- 
voted Christians and most studious scholars agree 
that there are portions of the scripture which they 
find most puzzling. 

The Scriptures are eternal truths, but they are 
sometimes found in the wrappings or trappings of 
their times. For instance, Paul, when he wrote 
to Timothy and when he wrote to the Christians 
at Corinth, said to them some things about women 
that ought to be considered. If a woman braided 
her hair or cut it, or if she wore pearls, she was 
not good. 

Now, what are we to say in these days of the 
Italian haircut? The truth is still there, but the 
wrappings of it for those times are not necessarily 
still true. If Paul had written this in 1900, per- 
haps he would have written that if a woman comes 
to church to worship with her ankles exposed, 
it is just the same as if she were advertising her- 
self as a shameless, “scarlet” woman. 

A woman would have been bringing shame on 
herself and disgrace on the church if she had acted 
in this way in 1900 . . . just as if she had cut or 
braided her hair nineteen hundred years ago. The 
truth is still there: that Christian women (and 
men) ought to conduct themselves in such a way 


(Continued on page 27.) 


The Bible is a revelation of God 
for workmen who rightly handle 
the word of truth .. . 
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OR several centuries Chris- 

tians have been concerned 
with neglected and distressed 
children and their families. A 
helping hand was extended by 
both church institutions and in- 
dividuals, all motivated by Chris- 
tian love. 

Today’s partners in the minis- 
try of child welfare include, 
among others, parents, contribu- 
tors, administrators and social 
workers, physicians, educators, 
and researchers. 

This year marks the fiftieth an- 
niversary of the first White House 
Conference for Children. Two 
hundred persons attended the 
1909 Conference on the Care of 
Dependent Children. In contrast, 
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by J. Edward Moseley 


the White House Conference on 
Children and Youth, scheduled 
for March 27-April 2, 1960, is 
expected to attract 7,000 persons. 
This numerical difference in it- 
self suggests the increased inter- 
est and concern for the welfare 
of the nation’s children. 

Presidént Theodore Roosevelt, 
on Christmas Day, in 1908, ad- 
dressed the 200 invitations to the 
first White House Child Confer- 
ence, by hand, according to Mrs. 
Alice Roosevelt Longworth, his 
daughter. She is a member of 
President Eisenhower’s commit- 
tee for next year’s golden jubilee 
conference. 

Many major developments for. 
children in health, education, and 
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welfare have resulted from a to- 
tal of five White House Confer- 
ences. The first child-labor laws 
emerged from the 1909 Confer- 
ence. It also made possible regu- 
lations to improve child care in 
orphanages, as children’s Homes 
were formerly called. Then, too, 
it stimulated the movement that 
finally resulted in mothers’ pen- 
sions for the maintenance of suit- 
able homes. 

A tremendous evaluation of 
children’s needs today is now go- 
ing on in “Little White House 
Conferences.” Studies and sur- 
veys on many subjects affecting 
children and young people are 
being made in every state and 
territory of the nation. 
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These studies stem, at least in 
part, from the present programs 
and services rendered homeless 
and distressed children. Chris- 
tian children’s Homes are an in- 
dispensable part of the significant 
child-caring and _ child-placing 
services. 

The National Benevolent Asso- 
ciation of the Christian Churches 
(Disciples of Christ), of St. Louis, 
Missouri, operates seven chil- 
dren’s Homes in as many states. 
Only two Disciple children’s 
Homes—the Carrie Hedrick Seay 
Home at Somerset, Pennsylvania, 
and the Kentucky Christian 
Church Children’s Home at Dan- 
ville—are located in small towns. 
Six NBA Homes for children are 
situated in cities of 250,000 or 
more—Atlanta, Cleveland, Dallas, 
Denver, Omaha, and St. Louis. 

Each of these Homes provides 
group-care facilities, around-the- 
clock throughout the year, for 
multiple services to neglected, 
dependent, and emotionally dis- 
turbed youngsters. Numerous 
handicapped children also receive 
corrective treatment. Only twen- 
ty-six of the 1,043 children served 
in these Homes last year were 
full orphans with both parents 
deceased. 

All NBA children’s Homes pro- 
vide residential group-care in 
congregate-type buildings. Non- 





resident care is also provided for 
in a number (141 last year) of 
Christian foster homes. Several 
NBA Homes make excellent use 
of trained case-workers to investi- 
gate the needs of children and 
their family situations. 

Most of these Homes are mov- 
ing from long-time “custodial” 
care to planned, temporary care 
and guidance. Their programs 
remain flexible, enabling them to 
make adjustments when neces- 
sary in order to meet varying 
needs of the children. 

Increasingly, therefore, all of 
the NBA children’s Homes are 
using the best of child-welfare 
knowledge and practice to im- 
prove the quality of their serv- 
ices and to provide for full Chris- 
tian development of each child 
they serve. 

Last year the Children’s Bu- 


Complications 













































































reau of the U. S. Department of 
Health, Education, and Welfare 
published twenty characteristics 
of ‘“‘good’’ children’s Homes. They 
appeared in Child-caring Institu- 
tions, Their New Role in Com- 
munity Development of Services, 
by Martin Gula. Some of the 
standards are not particularly 
relevant to the NBA Homes since 
these are maintained primarily 
by churches and their members 
rather than local communities. 
Ten of the most relevant stand- 
ards are mentioned in succeed- 
ing paragraphs. In addition to 
these marks of a “good” Home, 
every NBA children’s Home has 
to measure up to the rigid stand- 
ards required by the states where 
they are located. 

1. The Home is moving away 
from isolation to more coopera- 
tion and coordination with com- 
munity child-welfare agencies. 
Obviously, a child’s needs are best 
met when varied services are 
available. 

2. The Home’s administrator, 
board members, and staff are ac- 
tive in community welfare 
groups. They all tend to become 
known following such participa- 
tion as “people who care about 
all children,” who seek to support 
all of their community’s child- 
welfare services. 

3. Since the Home was estab- 


lished to meet immediate needs of 


children, it should remain re- 
sponsive to emerging needs. The 
NBA children’s Homes, therefore, 
like every ‘‘good’’ children’s 
Home, are vitally interested in 
the children they cannot serve be- 
cause they do not qualify, there 
is insufficient room or facilities, 
or because their specific needs 
may be met more adequately by 
other child-welfare agencies. The 
needs of each child are always 
paramount. 

4. The Home is willing to ex- 
periment with service to children 
not presently receiving care and 
guidance they most need. Such 
a program may begin as a pilot 
project with a few selected cases 
that do not interrupt regular 
services. Needs of children 
served and available resources of 
all kinds help to determine the 
character and extent of pilot 
projects. 

5. The Home continues to ex- 
pand its use of related child-car- 
ing resources in its community 
or area. Most NBA Homes are 
doing this regularly and spare no 
effort to develop a working part- 
nership with other child-welfare 
agencies. 

6. The Home, while serving 
individual children, is doing more 
concurrent casework service with 
parents, training personnel, eval- 
uating treatment methods, and 
cooperating in basic research. 

Certain of the NBA Homes, lo- 
cated in cities where more com- 
munity resources are available, 
have done more than others in 
following this standard. Family 
service and marital counseling 
for unstable private homes are 
basic in the programs of the NBA 
children’s Homes. The NBA it- 
self, when funds permit, is com- 
mitted to creating a research de- 
partment for a total program of 
benevolence. 

7. Children admitted to the 
Home for residential group-care 
are increasingly those who re- 
quire only temporary separation 
from their families and who need 
individual and group treatment 
on a coordinated basis. 

The family situation, more 
often than not, requires the re- 
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Christmas Commandments 


I. Thou shalt do honour to Christ, the Lord, on Christmas. 


II. Thou shalt not spend and be spent before Christmas until thy money 
is all gone, and thy strength is all gone, and thou comest to the 
day, bowed in weariness, debts and regrets. 


Il. 


Thou shalt not take the Christ out of Christmas. 


IV. Remember Christmas Day to make it holy. 


V. Thou shalt make Christmas Day a home day, when thy family gath- 
erest together and family fellowship takes precedence over all; when 
father and mother, sister and brother, are more closely bound in 


Christian love. 

VI. 
VII. 
VIII. 


Thou shalt not fuss and stew. 


Thou shalt not give to anyone more than thou art able. 
Thou shalt not forget the needy. 


IX. Thou shalt declare “Merry Christmas!” to thy neighbour, and mean it. 


X. Thou shalt so conduct thy life during Christmas that there will be 
no hangover either mental or physical, moral or spiritual, or finan- 
cial; for the Lord will not hold him guiltless who lives this day in 


vain. 


moval of a child from its natural 
home. Congregate care and/or 
foster care are increasingly avail- 
able for such disturbed young- 
sters through NBA Homes. Non- 
resident care in Christian foster 
homes, however, is limited by the 
lack of qualified homes. 

8. The grouping and interac- 
tion of children is used construc- 
tively in the Home and not left 
to chance. Admission of a child 
to one of the NBA Homes de- 
pends upon his personal needs 
and his family situation. 

In addition, consideration is al- 
ways given to his potential im- 
pact on the other children in the 
Home, and upon. the staff. 
Furthermore, the impact of the 
family and each child in the con- 
gregate family on the newcomer 
is studied. This principle may, 
of course, result in the referral 
of certain children, with disturb- 
ing problems, to other agencies 
better qualified to meet their 
needs. 

9. Group living in the Home is 
well-rounded, flexible, and suitable 
for the age and néeds of the chil- 
dren served. Association in daily 
companionship with persons of 
various ages and sexes creates 
sensitivity to the values and 
weaknesses of other human be- 
ings. 

Also, in the NBA Homes, chil- 
dren mature in their understand- 
ing of how to confront problems 
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while having a real sense of se- 
curity. They, too, have an in- 
creasing sense of worth as they 
grow and learn the meaning of 
a vital Christian faith. When- 
ever possible, members of the 
staff in these Disciple children’s 
Homes are selected for their 
Christian convictions, emotional 
stability, capacity to develop 
practical skills, and their under- 
standing of growing children. 

10. The physical plant of the 
Home is shaped by the program. 
New buildings and remodeled 
older structures of the NBA 
Homes are designed to meet 
growing children’s needs. De- 
tached cottages for older boys at 
the St. Louis, Southern, and Ju- 
liette Fowler Homes have long 
since proved their value. 

A constant effort is made to 
make the Homes Christian in the 
best sense of that term. 

All Disciples of Christ and 
their churches have a continuing 
responsibility to strengthen the 
resources and standards of both 
the NBA and every one of its 
children’s Homes in order to de- 
velop more adequately the rich 
potentialities of children being 
served. Since inadequate chil- 
dren come from inadequate pri- 
vate homes this is a challenging 
opportunity for all of us to share 
more fully in a vital partnership 
in child care. 
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Christmas Cards Back 
Lit-Lit World Program 





MADONNA AND CHILD, a _ wood 
carving by David Chituku, a young 
African, is featured in one of the 
Christmas cards issued by the Com- 
mittee on World Literacy and Chris- 
tian Literature, a department of the 


Division of Foreign Missions, Na- 
tional Council of Churches of Christ 
in the U.S.A. The message is sim- 
ple: “For to you is born ...a 
Savior who is Christ the Lord.” 
Funds go directly into the overseas 
literacy program of the Committee. 
Cards sell in boxes of 50 for $5. In- 
formation may be secured from: 
Lit Lit, 475 Riverside Drive, New 
York, N. Y. 


President Hails Bible 


Reading Observance 


WASHINGTON, D. C.—President 
Eisenhower hailed the 16th annual 
World-wide Bible Reading observance 
from Thanksgiving to Christmas in 
a letter to the American Bible So- 
ciety. 

Mr. Eisenhower referred to his 
peace message broadcast to the 
world from space last year. The 
President described transmittal of 
his recorded Christmas message from 
“a tiny star’ in orbit as “a dramatic 
symbol of America’s effort to speak 
to our neighbors everywhere in the 
voice of hope and charity. 

“That tiny star has long since 
been consumed in the atmosphere, 
but the model for it, as described 
in the pages of the Bible, can never 
be consumed,” he said. “The mes- 
sage of Scripture, the command- 
ments and promises of God, remain 
the same from age to age. They 
are a constant source of light and 
strength.” 
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Niemoeller Barred 


BAYREUTH, WEST GERMAN Y— 
Evangelical authorities here refused 
a parish assembly hall to Pastor 
Martin Niemoeller, president of the 
Evangelical Church of Hesse and 
Nassau, who was scheduled to ad- 
dress a regional pacifist organization. 

The authorities stressed that their 
decision was prompted by merely 
“practical considerations,” they said, 
out of a desire not to confuse “Pastor 
Niemoeller, the politician,” and “Pas- 
tor Niemoeller, the churchman.” 

They said the public erroneously 
tends to believe that Pastor Nie- 
moeller speaks for the entire Evan- 
gelical Church in Germany.—RNS 


Methodist Editor 


CuHicaGo—Glenn S. Hensley, a 
Missouri journalist, has been ap- 
pointed executive editor of Together 
magazine, Methodist family monthly 
published here. 

First published three years ago, 
Together—now with a circulation of 
over 1,000,000—is edited by Leland 
D. Case. 





® Contributions Up 
Better Church Giving 


NEw YorK—Over-all contributions 
made by members of forty Protes- 
tant and Eastern Orthodox denom- 
inations in the United States in 1958 
increased almost seven per cent over 
1957. 


Contributions reported in 1958 by 
forty-nine Protestant and Orthodox 
communions totaled $2,352,159,290. 
Gifts for benevolences—home and 
foreign missions and overseas relief 
—amounted to $473,911,895. This 
was 20.2 per cent of the total, 
slightly above the percentage of the 
whole in 1957. 

Announcement of the figures was 
made by T. K. Thompson, executive 
director of the department of stew- 
ardship and benevolence of the 
National Council of Churches in the 
39th report of an annual series, “The 
Statistics of Church Finances.” The 


data were supplied by the denomina- 
tions and tabulated by the bureau 
of research and survey of the Na- 
tional Council of Churches. 


Christmas Gard 3 at Metropolitan Museum of Art 











“FLIGHT INTO EGYPT,” a detail from an anonymous Italian woodcut 

dating to the 16th century, is the subject used in one of 56 new Christmas 

cards published by the Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York City. They 
are available only from the museum. 
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T HAPPENED a long time ago to the Jameson 

family and it was all because they lost their 

calendar when they moved from Batang, China, to 
inland Tibet. 


They had everything ready for the move in June 
but none of the family could have proved that it 
wasn’t in July or even in May as they were not 
much inclined to notice the date. At this time 
they had a real excuse for all of them were very 
busy. And the delay of actually getting off, once 
they were ready, added to the confusion. 

Even the children had been busy, finishing their 
lessons from the home-study course, bidding 
their friends goodbye and packing and repacking 
their clothing and books. 

Dr. Jameson was always very busy and so absorbed 
in healing and teaching both Chinese and Tibetans 
in this outlying village that he was seldom aware 
of the date. He was not only doctor but preacher 
too, so the day of the week being important to 
him, never escaped him, but about the day of the 
month, he was usually vague. 

Mrs. Jameson, although equally busy, was the 
most likely to be aware of dates. She was a 
nurse and worked with her husband in the clinic, 
taught in the Sunday school, visited families, and 
supervised or actually carried out numerous details 
of work in her home. But somehow after the cal- 
endar was packed away, she had lost count of the 
days. 

The invitation to come into inland Tibet came 
after Dr. Jameson healed a sick priest who had 
been brought in on a stretcher. This had been the 
Jamesons’ goal during the five years they worked 
with the Tibetans in Batang—the privilege of go- 
ing inland and eventually to move freely in that 
country. 

They thought of Tibet as the last frontier for 
Christ and thanked God daily that they should 
have a part in this work for Him. 

Oh, the many things that had to be done before 
going, interesting and exciting to the children 
but often frustrating and always tiring to the 
adults. 

There were supplies to buy that could not be 
purchased inland—supplies for their own use as 
well as for bartering purposes. There was packing 
to be done, all in uniform size and weight so that 
the pack horses could carry them. There were 
men to be hired who owned pack horses and who 
knew the way, for roads in Tibet could not be 
recognized by the uninitiated. They must find men 
who could protect their charges from the bandits 
who roam the country. They had also somehow 
to make certain that they were not hiring the very 
bandits as horsemen from whom they wished to 
be protected, for bandits in this primitive country 
looked and acted much like honest horsemen. 

It was only when they were unpacking and mak- 
ing their little house in inland Tibet livable that 
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they noticed that the calendar was missing. Mrs. 
Jameson insisted that she herself had packed it, 
but with what or in what she could not remember, 

When she began to calculate the date, lively 
argument ensued. “To begin with,” she said, “we 
were on the road four weeks.” 

“Four weeks,’ fairly howled the four weary 
children in unison. “It was six at least,’’ they 
insisted, remembering the long, monotonous, cold 
rides day after day across endless plains and, 
worse still, the paths on treacherously narrow 
shelves of rock hundreds of feet above rocky val- 
leys, where a false step by horse or man would 
have dashed them down beyond human help. 

“Now, children,” said their father, “we were 
on the road three weeks but it’s really only a two 
weeks’ trip. It was all the people needing medical 
care, that delayed us.” 

“Remember how we felt when we couldn’t get 
the horsemen to stop for Sundays,” persisted Mrs. 
Jameson. “I’m sure that happened four times.” 

“We left on a Monday and we arrived three 
Mondays later,” said Dr. Jameson definitely, as if 
the question was settled. 

Suddenly the incongruousness of the argument 
struck Mrs. Jameson humorously and she laughed 
happily and so contagiously that the whole family 
joined her; the two youngest children because 
they loved laughter, the two oldest children be- 
cause the idea of losing time was suddenly ludi- 
crous, and Dr. Jameson from sheer good will at 
having reached their destination without mishap. 

“Suppose we call this September first,’’ Mrs. 
Jameson suggested as she poised her pen above 
the calendar she was making. 

“Look around you, dear,’”’ said her husband. “We 
are high up in the mountains and the leaves on the 
trees are not yet changing colors. It can’t be 
more than the first of August. 

It sounded reasonable and should have ended 
any argument except that she was quite certain 
that it was almost August before they could get 
the horsemen to leave Batang after everything 
seemed to be settled and ready. 

As much as she wanted to be agreeable, she 
could not bring herself to start her calendar as of 
August first. She put off the project, deciding as a 
last resort to leave the matter to their subcon- 
scious minds. ‘After all,” she said to no one in 
particular, “what does it matter? We are here to 
do the Lord’s work and we have no deadlines to 
meet.” 

This was accepted by everyone and the subject 
was dropped. That is, it was dropped until one 
cold morning when Edward, the oldest child, had 
a dreadful thought. He dashed out of his room 
in a half-dressed state to share his consternation 
with the family. ‘Without a calendar, how will 

(Continued on page 26.) 
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December 20, 1959 
Scripture: Luke 2:8-14; Acts 11: 
19-26. 


HAT we have in the lesson 
W today is a promise and one 
historical illustration of the ful- 
fillment of that promise. In this 
way, we are able to discuss the 
Christmas lesson and also con- 
tinue our studies in Acts. 

Luke’s account of the birth 
of Jesus has always appealed to 
us because of the beautiful story 
of the annunciation to the shep- 
herds. There are more working 
people in the world than there 
are wise men from the East. 
Of course, the inference must be 
that Jesus came to all and even 
his birth had its effect on people 
in various classes of society. 
However, the reaction of the com- 
mon people seems very personal 
to us. 

The shepherds probably had 
seen many strange things dur- 
ing the long night watches over 
their flock. But they had never 
seen anything like “the glory of 
the Lord” which filled the air on 
this particular night. Little won- 
der that “they were filled with 
fear.” Fear is the natural re- 
action to a thing which is not 
understood. 

They did not have to wait 
long for an explanation. What 
the angel said to the shepherds 
is the historical promise of which 
we spoke at the outset. “I bring 
you good news of a great joy 
which will come to all the people” 
is the promise. As wé look back 
upon Christian history we can 
realize what great joy this good 
news has indeed brought to the 
world. 

We never pass the expression 
“good news” in the scripture but 
what we stop to call attention 
to it. This is the Greek word 
which we also translate as “gos- 
pel,” and we never want to for- 


16 (1584) 


get what the real meaning of 
the word is. To many people 
“gospel” has lost all its love- 
liness, all its joy of newness and 
spontaneity and has become only 
a title for a collection of ideas 
which are held in the mind. 
These are used to berate everyone 
else who does not have the ideas 
arranged the same way in his 
own thinking. If we made the 
gospel really good news in our 
time, it would have a wider hear- 
ing. 

Good news like this dispels all 
fear. It is interesting that God’s 
manifestation in nature filled the 
shepherds with fear. This is still 
the case with primitive peoples. 
They do not see in God’s handi- 
work in nature anything to love 
and understand. 

This makes the good news still 
more satisfying. When God re- 
veals himself in a person, all 
fear disappears. There is no 
question about the interpretation 
which is put upon the birth of 
the child in Bethlehem. He is 
“a Savior who is Christ the 
Lord.” (Verse 11.) The use of 
both the word Savior and the 
word Lord is significant in this 
instance. 


These words refer back to the 
Old Testament word Messiah and 
they express, in Greek, the con- 
tent of the meaning of that word. 
The Messiah was to be a Savior. 
The word Lord also is an Old Tes- 
tament word, not found in the 
earliest writing. It is applied to 
God. The fact that it is applied 
to Christ the Savior here, indi- 
cates further how God is reveal- 
ing himself through his Son. 


When we turn to the other 
portion of our scripture lesson 
for today we see the historic out- 
working of this promise on the 
birthday of Christ. The Christ 
child had lived his earthly life, 
the crucifixion and resurrection 
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Good News fr 
= “Where the Scriptures Speak . . .” 


by the Editor 


were past, Pentecost had come 
and gone. The followers of 
Christ, after the experiences of 
Pentecost, are still uncertain as 
to the future course of action. 
There are Jerusalem Jews who 
have become Christian and a 
church is in existence in Jeru- 
salem. There are Jews who have 
been out in the Greek world who 
are also Christians. But there 
aren’t any Greek or Gentile 
Christians yet. 

Finally, after Stephen had been 
killed some of the Jewish Chris- 
tians who had come from out- 
side Palestine began to travel 
around, “as far as Phoenicia 
and Cyprus and Antioch.” (Acts 
11:19.) But they did _ not 
preach to anybody except Jews. 
Then some of them did preach to 
Greeks, some “men of Cyprus 
and Cyrene.” (Verse 20.) What 
a tremendous change in history 
took place with this event! 


It may have surprised some 
people, but “a great number that 
believed turned to the Lord.” 
(Verse 21.) We have studied 
earlier examples of the convic- 
tion of the Jerusalem Jewish 
Christians that one could become 
a Christian only after first pro- 
selyting himself to Judaism. The 
The Jerusalem church sent Bar- 
nabas up to Antioch just as soon 
as they heard what was happen- 
ing. (Verse 22.) 

What would the reaction of 
Barnabas be? Would he hold 
true to the faith of the fathers 
and the practice of the church in 
Jerusalem? Would he be dis- 
appointed that God was working 
in ways not thought acceptable 
to those in Jerusalem? None of 
these questions can be answered 
in the affirmative. ‘When he 
came and saw the grace of God, 
he was glad.” (Verse 23.) 


Here you have the good news 
in action. The angel had prom- 
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ised that it would bring great 
joy ‘‘to all the people.” Those in 
Jerusalem were perfectly sincere 
and devout in trying to confine 
the good news but could not. 

Our lesson closes with the 
experience of Barnabas bringing 
Saul to Antioch where they 
taught the people for ‘a whole 
year.” (Verse 26.) And it was 
in Antioch that the disciples 
were “for the first time called 
Christians.” We have discussed 
both these matters in other con- 
nections. 

It is sufficient, on Christmas 
Sunday, to recognize the fulfill- 
ment of promise and to dedicate 
ourselves to the perpetuation of 
this history. 


The Scripture 


8 were 
shepherds out in the field, keeping 
watch over their flock by night. 
9 And an angel of the Lord appeared 
to them, and the glory of the Lord 
shone around them, and they were 
filled with fear. 10 And the angel 
said to them, “Be not afraid; for be- 
hold, I bring you good news of a 
great joy which will come to all the 
people; 11 for to you is born this 
day in the city of David a Savior, 
who is Christ Lord. 12 And this 
S ties sitenes is sreteing cothe 
a c 
and lying in a manger.” 13 And 
suddenly there was with the angel 
a multitude of the heavenly host 
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HRISTMAS is important to 

the gospel. It provides the 
clue for a convincing approach 
of the church to the world. Ours 
is a faith firmly established in 
1. history, 2. geography, 3. per- 
sonality. As the Holy Spirit 
leads the young church in its 
mission of conveying the “good 
news to the world’ these three 
apporaches win phenomenal vic- 
tories. 

At least eight times in the 
first twelve chapters of the Acts, 
twice in today’s eleventh chapter, 
the church reports “the hand of 
the Lord was with them and a 
great number that believed 
turned to the Lord.” Here is 
the tested method by which men 
receive the “good news.” 

History came first when Chris- 
tians approached their world. 
They always began with one, 
primary event—the resurrection. 
Of this event they were either 
eye-witnesses or credible exam- 
iners of the evidence. Since no 
event in history is isolated, their 
story of resurrection must be 
expanded into a full, life story. 
Here is the outline: 









Born—‘“in the days of Cae- 
sar Augustus” 

Died—“under Pontius Pi- 
late” 

Risen—‘three days later” 


Death implies life. Before 
there can be a resurrection, there 
must be an incarnation. There 
was: Jesus was born to one 
named Mary in a place called 
Bethlehem. A man’s inherent 
sense of history is thus provided 
with the facts attached to veri- 


Meaning for Today 









by Hugh M. Riley 


fiable events in human experi- 
ence. 

Next comes the question, 
where? They could answer that 
also by pointing to a place. Geo- 
graphically the gospel also begins 
with the resurrection. Jerusalem 
is the place, but not just Jerusa- 
lem. As history relates all events 
to each other, so geography links 
all places. Between Bethlehem 
and Jerusalem are many places— 
Nazareth, Bethany, Capernaum, 
Jericho—all these are involved 
in the resurrection. But so are 
Damascus, Antioch, Rome and 
every place where living and dy- 
ing humanity needs the resurrec- 
tion, then and now! 

First when, next where but 
most of all who—a dying man 
needs to know these. For the 
third question their answer was 
by far the best, “Messiah Jesus, 
Lord Jesus, Jesus the Christ,” 
they replied with assurance. 
This Jesus who lived, died and 
rose from death was the person- 
ality factor in their faith. What 
is he like, why did he do this, 
what is your relation to him, 
what about me? He was the cen- 
tral person of this “word of res- 
urrection.” 

His name—Jesus—means “God 
saves” and his life is consistent 
with his name. It is he who is 
risen and in whom there is hope 
of your resurrection. The pri- 
mary fact is resurrection, but 
relating that fact to reality in- 
volves not only when, where and 
who but also you. For you are 
the target for this eternal hope. 
There is “good news for the 
world.” It is your world, your 
good news! 
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“He is 


is getting 


a Microscope” 


by J. Warren Hastings 


“My eight-year-old boy has but 
one wish for Christmas and that is 
to receive a microscope,” she said. 
“He tells us of his desire for this 
instrument morning, noon, and 
night. It seems that the teacher has 
one in his room at school and he 
has had an opportunity to use it 
He knows how it works and is plan- 
ning to examine many things if he 
receives one at Christmas.” 

I met this lady while I was hold- 
ing an evangelistic meeting in a 
small city in Maryland. She came 
to the services every night and us- 
ually was among the last people to 
leave the church. 

“My son is alert and—even if I 
do say it myself—I think he is above 
average in intelligence. His first- 
grade teacher told me that he 
learned reading more quickly than 
any other child in her class. 

“He would come home and tell me 
about all kinds of animals and their 
habits and how some day he hoped 
to study them. He seemed to get a 
thrill out of learning. 

I said: “You have touched on one 
of the mysteries of life and that is 
in our early years we thrill to new 
knowledge and as we get older it 
seems to lose a great deal of its 
attractiveness for us.” 

“At present,” she responded, “My 
boy is intensely interested in the 
human body. Sometimes I think he 
may become a doctor. He says he 
wants to be a doctor and he asso- 
ciates the receiving of a microscope 
with the study of medicine. He con- 
siders the securing of a microscope 
the first step in his medical career 
and he wants it more than any- 
thing else in the world.” 

I have thought of the woman’s boy 
and his tremendous desire for a 
microscope. It is the gift supreme 
for him. 

In like manner, the coming of 
Jesus Christ, the Babe of Bethlehem, 
was the supreme desire of humanity 
—even though many of the people 
did not realize it. God knew what 
they needed most and on Christmas 
Day, He gave it to them. 


WANTED—Woman social case- 
worker in program of services to 
infants, preschool children and un- 
wed mothers. A regional home of 
The National Benevolent Associa- 
tion. Child Saving Institute, 619 
S. 42nd St, Gake 5 Nebraska. 


18 (1586) 


CHRISTMAS BLESSINGS 
by Carlton C. Buck : 


Among the blessings Christmas brought to man 

Are these: Eternal Light and hope-filled song; 

And though the world holds darkness still, and wrong 
With all its many ills bedims the plan 

Of God at times, the light and truth that span 

The centuries are never hidden long; 


_And joy has drowned the din of tooth and tong 


Each passing year since Christmases began. 


The star-tipped tree and soft red candle glow 


_ Bespeak the kindled hope in home and mart. 
- The light that shined in darkness long ago 
_ Still shines today in every Christian heart, 


For darkness cannot quench the heav’nly fire 
Nor still the music of the angel choir. 


BIRTHDAY OF A KING 
by Dorothy Sipple Cummings. 


Women pushing paths through Macy’s; 
Children chanting shining expectations 
To uniformed professionals; 

Be-bundled husbands scrawling checks; 
Eternal bell-ringing on corners 

Made gay by the Chamber of Commerce; 
Hallmark*selling “sincere best wishes” 
To 175 million people, 

While Crosby vocals “Adeste Fideles” for 5c each. 
America— 

Looking for the weanger 


In the shadow of a cash register. 
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Two Louisville Lawyers 
Head Local Committee 


Assembly Officers 


LOUISVILLE, Ky.—Two Louisville 
lawyers have been selected to head 
up 20 local arrangements commit- 
tees in preparation for the 1960 In- 
ternational Convention scheduled 
here Oct. 21-26. 

Attorney Lively Wilson will over- 
see the local planning committee. 
Kent McElwain, another attorney, 
will serve as vice-chairman. 

Wilson is a member of the Doug- 
lass Boulevard Christian Church. 
McElwain is a member at the First 
Christian Church here. 

Mrs, C. Frank Mann, Jr., member 
of Edenside Christian Church, is 
secretary of the local organization. 
William L. Jones of the Louisville 
Trust Company and member of the 
Crescent Hill Christian Church, will 
serve as treasurer. 

Seven Louisville area ministers 
will serve as an advisory body in the 
planning of the church convention. 


@ Hartwell M. Ramsey 
Suffers Heart Attack 


PITTSBURGH, PA—Hartwell M. 
Ramsey, director of ex-student ac- 
tivities for Texas Christian Univer- 
sity, Fort Worth, suffered a severe 
heart attack at the TCU-Pittsburgh 
football game held here several 
weeks ago. 

He has been confined in Pitts- 
burgh’s Montefore Hospital since the 
attack. However, it has been re- 
ported that he has sufficiently re- 
covered so that he will be able to 
return to his home before Christmas. 

Ramsey is a former assistant ed- 
itor of The Christian-Evangelist. 


Melton Named TCU's 


Assistant to Chancellor 


Fort WortTH—Amos Melton, 
named assistant to the chancellor 
at Texas Christian University Mon- 
day, is a veteran newspaperman 
having served more than 20 years 
on Fort Worth dailies. 

As a TCU student, he was the 
starting center on the 1927 Horned 
Frog football team and editor of 
The Skiff, the student weekly. 

Joining the staff of The Fort 
Worth Star-Telegram in 1928, he 
served as a reporter and financial 
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editor before becoming a_ sports 
writer in 1930. 

In 1950, he returned to TCU as 
business manager of athletics and 
director of sports publicity. He was 
made director of information serv- 
ices for the university in 1953. 

Melton will now work with Chan- 
cellor M. E. Sadler in various areas 
and will continue to direct the di- 
vision of public relations. 


Home's Ist Anniversary 


MARTINSVILLE, IND.—The Kennedy 
Home for Senior Citizens marked 
its second year of operation Nov. 1. 

The Home has served a total of 
61 people, 17 men and 44 women, 
who have moved to Martinsville 
from 14 states: Indiana, Ohio, IIl- 
inois, Texas, Florida, Pennsylvania, 
California, Arizona, New York, Ore- 
gon, Iowa, Missouri and Massachu- 
setts. One guest is from Washing- 
ton D. C. 

Thirty-nine of the total are from 
Indiana. Twelve churches are rep- 
resented in the family group. There 
have been 35 Disciples members, 
eight Presbyterians and seven Meth- 
odists. 


Jane Heaton Assigned 
Congo Mission 


INDIANAPOLIS—Assignment to a 
year’s work in the Belgian Congo 
mission began Dec. 1, for Miss Jane 
Heaton, dapartmental associate in 
missionary selection and training of 
The United Christian Missionary 
Society. 

Miss Heaton, who was called to 
the Society work in Indianapolis 
in 1953, will do secretarial work and 
help in field preparations for the 
tours of the area by Disciples before 
and after the World Convention in 
Edinburgh next August. 

Plans call for Miss Heaton to di- 
vide her time between the upriver 
stations and in the Coquilhatville- 
Bolenge area. 





@Dr. Howard E. Short, editor of 
The Christian Evangelist-Front 
Rank, was the speaker at North- 
wood Christian Church in Beaumont, 
Texas, on Oct. 4. Dr. Short was the 
guest speaker at the District No. 13 
Convention of Christian Churches 
held at Sour Lake, Texas, the same 
day. 
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@ Eulis H. Hill 
Okla. State Secretary 


OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLA.—Eulis H. 
Hill is the new executive secretary 
for the Oklahoma Christian Mis- 
sionary Society. 


He succeeds Dr. Carl V. Covey 
who will retire Jan. 1, 1960. 


Dr. Hill, a native of Oklahoma, 
received his college and seminary 
training at Brite College of the Bible, 
Texas Christain University, Fort 
Worth. His alma mater in 1954 
awarded him the honorary doctor 
of divinity degree. 

He comes to Oklahoma from the 
pastorate of First Christian Church, 
Omaha, Neb. Previously he served 
the Christian Church in Fresno, 
Calif., Beaver, Okla., and Little Rock, 
Ark. 

He has served the brotherhood in 
several responsible positions of 
leadership including the ecumenical 
church, Crusade for a Christian 
World, college and university boards 
and cooperative missionary  pro- 
grams. 

Dr. Hill began work with the 
Christian Churches of Oklahoma 
Sept. 1. 





@ First Christian Church, Chula 
Vista, Calif., is building a new Sun- 
day school plant. Anor C. Emerson 
recently began his sixth year as pas- 
tor of the church. 
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Churches May Set Up Calif. Seminary 


SANTA Monica, CALIF.—Chris- 
tian Churches (Disciples) of 
Southern California at the state 
convention held here took steps 
toward the establishment of a 
seminary within the state. 


By way of a resolution, the con- 
vention took action to “incorporate 
a Disciple Seminary Foundation for 
the purpose of establishing and/or 
affiliating with an established insti- 
tution or institutions for graduate 
ministerial training and to receive 
and administer funds for that pur- 
pose.” 

The constituting board was elected 
by the convention and this group 
met recently to select officers as 
follows: Gilford Olmsted, San Ber- 
nardino, president; Mrs. Margaret 
Clark, Redlands, vice-president; S. D. 
McLean, Riverside, secretary; and 
Henry Searle, Burbank, treasurer. 


Columbus Campaign 


CoLUMBUS, OHIO—Chicago Avenue 
Church of Christ (Disciples) here has 
just completed a successful build- 
ing fund campaign. 

Albert L. Rose, minister, 
as director of the campaign. 

The construction program _be- 
came necessary when the education 
building was practically destroyed 
by fire early this year and the 
church plant suffered extensive 
damage by flood last January. 

Estimated cost for the new struc- 
ture is $60,000. 


served 


Guests at Dedication 


T. Howard Oden and Paull E. 
Dixon were honored guests at a dedi- 
cation service held Nov. 8 by Cen- 
tral Church, Clearwater, Fla. 

Mr. Oden was the speaker when 
the recently-acquired building site 
was dedicated. 

Central Church, one of Florida’s 
new congregations, has secured a 
beautiful six-acre site located in a 
citrus grove in one of the best resi- 
dential sections of the City of Clear- 
water, for its first church home. 


Construction is to begin in the 
spring of 1961. 
Mr. Oden, former director of 


church extension for the Florida 
Christian Missionary Society, was in- 
strumental in the organization of the 
Clearwater Church about two years 
ago. 

Mr. Dixon is a prominent Tampa 
attorney and active member of 
Tampa Peninsular Church. He 
helped the church in securing its 
Charter, and also gave legal counsel 
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Daniel De Lara 





in connection with the purchase of 
its building site. 

Minister of the church is A. Gar- 
nett Day.—MaBEL HENDRICKSON 


Englewood Church 
Lays Cornerstone 


To Bible Society Post 


MExiIco CiTy, MExico—Daniel 
Lopez De Lara y Contreras has been 
appointed as secretary of the Ameri- 
can Bible Society’s Mexico agency to 
succeed Francisco Estrello who died 
last spring. 

Sr. De Lara, who is a member of 
the Christian Church (Disciples), was 
educated at Union Theological Semi- 
nary here. 

He has been director of Christian 
education for the Disciples of Christ 
and director of Friendship House, 
the Disciples social center in Ciudad 
Jarcia. 

Sr. De Lara was pastor of the Cen- 
tral Christian Church (Disciples) at 
San Luis Potosi, a position he held 
until his appointment to the Bible 
Society. 

Sr. De Lara has been working in 
the Bible Society agency for the 
past several months and has given 
valuable assistance in the field of 
promotion and public relations. 
Earlier he had served the Society as 
Promoter of Scripture Distribution 
and Use. 


$202,000 Unit in Southwest Chicago 


> 
~ 


>= 
=> f = 
; 7. 
s 








rites for this $202,000 first unit 


of the Englewood Christian. 


Church here were held Nov. 15 
at a new site on the city’s south- 
west side. 
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Lima, OHI0O—This education unit is under construction by South Side 


Church of Christ here. 


Building Education Unit in Lima, Ohio 


ae S,: 


E. J. Penhorwood is minister of the church. 

The new structure, which will be attached to the present building, will 
contain complete departmental assembly areas for six youth departments. 
Each will have separate sound-proof classrooms from cradle roll through 


intermediate. 


Also there will be space provided for older groups, three church offices 
and a chapel with a seating capacity of 70. As soon as the new unit is 
completed the congregation plans to decorate the sanctuary, install a new 
lighting system and enlarge the fellowship hall. 


At Church in Australia 


COUNCIL EXECUTIVE SPEAKS ON UNITY 


SYDNEY, AUSTRALIA—Harvey Perkins, general secretary of the 
Australian Council for the World Council of Churches (Australia’s 
National Council of Churches), gave the morning address on World 
Communion Sunday at the Chatswood Church of Christ (Disciples), 


here. 


The theme of his message was, 
“Unity: Good News for Our Age.” 
Mr. Perkins spoke of the interest 
current today in church unity, and 
its great significance for the world. 

He paid tribute to the early be- 
ginnings of Churches of Christ as 
a “lonely prophetic voice in the 
wilderness of denominationalism.” 

Mr. Perkins referred to the in- 
creased cooperation among denomi- 
nations through such bodies as coun- 
cils of churches and various inter- 
denominational organizations. 

He said that “this working of the 
Churches together is significant, but 
it has its limitations, even though 
I am a representative of such a 
group.” He then mentioned the 
trend of world confessionalism, and 
pointed out that most of the unions 
between churches during the last 50 
years, have been between groups 
within denominational families. 

In many ways, Australia has pio- 
neered this, since the present Method- 
ist Church in Australasia was formed 
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more than fifty years ago, as a union 
between various Methodist bodies 
here. This did not occur in England 
until 1932, and in America in 1939. 

He said the trend toward unity, 
while significant, has its dangers. 
There is the possibility of creating 
large power blocks, on a denomina- 
tional basis, within world Christian- 
ity. 

A third trend toward unity is prob- 
ably the most significant, according 
to Mr. Perkins. This is expressed in 
the United Church Movement, where 
churches of different confessional 
backgrounds come together in a 
united Church, such as happened in 
Canada, South India and the Philip- 
pines. 

Mr. Perkins stressed the fact that 
a united church is not merely a 
merging of two, or more, bodies on 
the lowest common denominator, 
but, rather, the creating, through 
the power of God’s Spirit, of an en- 
tirely new body. 

In conclusion, he warned Disciples 


Brotherhood News 


Ground Set Apart 
For $100,000 Church 


Jacksonville Dedication 


JACKSONVILLE, TEX.—First Chris- 
tian Church here dedicated ground 
recently for its new $100,000 church 
plant to be located on a new site 
in southeast part of the city. 

W. A. Welsh, minister of East 
Dallas Christian Church, Dallas, Tex., 
was speaker for the occasion, which 
was one of homecoming for many 
former members of the congregation. 

Others participating in the serv- 
ices were Mrs. W. Y. Forrest, repre- 
senting charter and early-day mem- 
bers; B. H. Broiles, past church 
officers; D. A. Sanders, Sr., mem- 
bers of the congregation; Charles 
Ballard, church board; John Horton, 
church school; Mrs. John Horton, 
Christian Women’s Fellowship; Ar- 
thur Garrett, worship; Dan Smith, 
Christian Youth Fellowship; Norman 
Ragsdale, Christian Men’s Fellow- 
ship; Harold Hamlin, stewardship; 
Joe Dolman, minister, First Presby- 
terian Church, Jacksonville, the ecu- 
menical Church; and Dave Sanders, 
Jr., the building committee. 

The Jacksonville church was or- 
ganized in 1897. The original plant 
was destroyed by fire in 1917 and 
the present building replaced it. 
The church has sold its properties 
to the Odd Fellows Lodge, retaining 
use for one year. The new church, 
however, is to be completed before 
Easter, 1960. 

Robert D. Matheny minister, Jack- 
sonville Church, led the litany of 
ground dedication and gave the 
charge to the building committee. 
Matheny has been minister of the 
Jacksonville Church since 1953.— 
ROBERT D. MATHENY. 





that if “we believe in the working 
of God’s Spirit within the Church 
down through the centuries, we can- 
not merely return to a ‘simple New 
Testament pattern,’ and_ thereby 
negate what has developed through 
the years. We must be willing to 
follow the leading of the Holy Spirit 
wherever He leads, and let His Spirit 
bring into being His expression of 
the body of Christ.” 

Mr. Perkins is a Methodist miniser, 
with a master’s degree in law, and 
another degree in business, in ad- 
dition to his theological training. 

World Communion Sunday marked 
the second anniversary of the ar- 
rival of the minister at Chatswood, 
Leslie Green, from the United States. 
Mr. Green has been active in the 
Australian Council. 
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MISS LORENE LEASURE 
was honored by first Chris- 
tian Church Perry, Okla., 
when she was presented 
with a pin for 30 years’ 
perfect attendance at 
church school. She is pi- 
anist for the “S and D” 
Sunday school class and 
for the past five years has 
been church organist. 





ANROHQOL®OadY 


ALBERT D. HERMANN (center) receives the 
honored minister’s pin from First Christian 
Church, Hollywood, Fla. E. E. Downing, left, 
is board chairman and James T. Lawson, 
right, is pastor of First Church. Mr. Her- 
mann was the first minister of Hollywood 
First Christian and before retirement held 
several pastorates in Florida. 
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FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH, Gadsden, Ala., held 
a special service to award the God and Country 
medal to Keith Gray. This honor, highest given 
by Scouts, was achieved after the recipient had 
spent many hours studying and working under 
the direction of his pastor. In the picture (from 
left) are: T. M. Carroll, minister; Lee Foy, 
scoutmaster; Keith Gray; Jay Rose, assistant 
scoutmaster; Mrs. Fred Gray and Mr. Fred Gray. 
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SHOWN ON DISPLAY ARE samples of foodstuffs pro- 
duced on the farms of members of First Christian 
Church, Iowa Falls, Iowa. The occasion was the 
church’s annual observance of the Harvest Home cele- 
bration. This and other food was used for the Harvest 
Home Dinner. Richard Sweeney is the minister. 












DR. GEORGE WISE (left), retired minister and 
Wm. Milton Craig, minister of Lakeside Christian 
Church, Roseville, Mich., are shown as the corner- 
stone was put in place for the church. Warren 
Grafton, minister of Central Woodward Christian 
Church, Detroit, was a visiting speaker for the 
special services. The new structure will cost 
$75,000 and is scheduled for completion by the 
end of this year. 


in focus 





MRS. KENNETH LEONARD, wife of an Air Force captain, is shown teaching 

a class of primary children in the two-week vacation Bible school at Sculthorpe 

Air Force Base in England. Captain and Mrs. Leonard are members of the 

First Christian Church, Lubbock, Tex. Average daily attendance at the 

# vacation Bible school was 411. The school was directed by Chaplain (Capt.) 
: Roy B. Johnston, Christian Church minister serving with the United States 
Air Force. 




















NINETEEN students at 
Florida State University 
placed membership in the 
Christian Church at Tal- 
lahassee. The minister, 
Simon M. Davidian, is at 
right. Thirty-six students 
have placed membership 
in the Tallahassee Church 
during the congregation’s 
first year in its new sanc- 
tuary. 
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George Davis Lectures 
At Christian Seminary 


INDIANAPOLIS—George R. Davis, 
minister of First Christian Church, 
Wichita Falls, Texas, lectured on 
preaching at Christian Theological 
Seminary here Oct. 6-7. 


This is one of several lectureships 
which have been established at the 
seminary. It is open to ail minis- 
ters of every denomination in the 
Indianapolis area. 

The theme of the lecture series 
this year was “The Man in the Min- 
istry.” 

Since 1948 Dr. Davis has been pas- 
tor of First Christian Church in 
Wichita Falls, Texas. 


Jarvis: V.A. O.K. 


HAWKINS, TEx.—Dr. J. O. Per- 
pener, Executive dean of Jarvis Col- 
lege here, reports that information 
has been received from Scott Rus- 
sell, assistant director, State Approval 
for Veterans Education, that Jarvis 
Christian College has been approved 
for the training of veterans under 
the provisions of Public Law 550, 
82nd Congress, for the courses pro- 
posed in the Jarvis Christian College 
Bulletin 1958-1960. 

English, music, education, religion 
and philosophy, biology, mathe- 
matics, science, elementary educa- 
tion, general business and social 
sciences are the courses listed in the 
Jarvis Christian College Bulletin as 
areas of concentration. 


The approval of the courses for 
Veterans Education was based on 
the accreditation and approval by 
the Southern Association of Colleges 
and Secondary Schools. 


New Chapman Dorms 


ORANGE, CALIF.—New residence 
halls for men and women students 
of Chapman College were dedicated 
here Nov. 1. 


These are the first of several new 
buildings planned for the campus, 
according to President John L. Davis. 


Appearing on the dedication pro- 
gram were J. E. Wilkinson, chairman 
of the board of trustees; Frank V. 
Crane, chairman of the board of 
governors; Congressman James Utt; 
Hillel Harwick, contractor; Rhodes 
Rule, architect; Rex A. Parks, mayor 
of this city; Senator Thomas H. 
Kuchel, speaker; and President John 
L. Davis, who presided. 


Cleveland Kleihauer, minister of 
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the Hollywood-Beverly Christian 
Church gave the prayer of dedica- 
tion. Wayman McReynolds, Arizona 
state secretary, represented the 
Christian Churches of the three- 
state area which support Chapman 
College. 

Guests of honor were some 150 
people who furnished rooms in the 
new residence halls. 

The head resident’s apartment in 
the women’s hall was furnished by 
the CWF and Guild groups of South- 
ern California in honor of Miss Al- 
lena Grafton, who served as CWF 
state secretary for over 20 years. 

The same apartment in the men’s 
hall was furnished by the Christian 
Church ministers of Southern Cali- 
fornia in honor of C. A. Cole, for 
many years state secretary of the 
area. 





@ Chapman College, Orange, Calif., 
recently received $41,000 in unre- 
stricted funds from the estate of 
the late Kate E. Smith. Miss Smith 
had been a teacher in Los Angeles 
high schools, an author of English 
grammars and the first woman po- 
lice commissioner in Los Angeles. 
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@ BETHANY, W. Va.—Bethany Col- 
lege here has been left $3,125.47 by 
the estate of the late Miss Irene 
Oldham Darnell of Pasadena, Calif. 
Warner G. Peterson, vice-president 
and treasurer of the college, an- 
nounced recently. 

~The money was designated for the 
establishment of an endowed schol- 
arship fund. Miss Darnell died Aug. 
2, 1958. 


@ Mrs. Eugene S. Briggs 
Campus Mother to 
23 Foreign Students 


ENID, OKLA—Mrs. Eugene S§, 
Briggs serves as campus mother, as 
well as wife of the university presi- 
dent, to 23 students from 14 foreign 
nations who attend Phillips Univer- 
sity here. 

“There is no happier or more alert 
group anywhere than our interna- 
tional students,’ Mrs. Briggs recent- 
ly stated. 

These students are interested in 
all activities at Phillips and they 
have courses scheduled in nearly all 
departments of the curriculum. 

To know them is a refreshing ex- 
perience. There is a story behind 
every one of them. Jan Van Der 
Poll is president of the Cosmopolitan 
club; Steve Engel won a regional 
table tennis tournament in Okla- 
homa City; and Yung Fua Liu raised 
funds among his American friends 
to assist Miss Dana Sen to be flown 
from Formosa. 
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A Mason City, 


Iowa—George H. 
Adkins has been called as pastor of 
First Christian Church here suceed- 


ing Amos W. Myers. Mr. Adkins 
began his new work December 1. 
During the past six years he has 
been serving the Iowa Society of 
Christian Churches as Director of 
Christian Education and Student 
Work. 


A INDIANAPOLIS, IND.—On Nov. 1, 
Lowell C. Bryant, former pastor of 
First Christian Church, Topeka, Kan., 
became minister of University Park 
Church here. Dr. Bryant is a grad- 
uate of Cotner College, Lincoln, 
Neb. He received the B.D. degree 
from The College of the Bible, Lex- 
ington, Ky., and Phillips University, 
Enid, Okla., awarded him the D.D. 
degree. He has been active in 
many national and state offices and 
currently is chairman of the Com- 
mission on Brotherhood Finance. 
In 1956 Dr. Bryant was awarded the 
“Freedom Foundation Award’ for 
Outstanding Achievement in Bring- 
ing About a Better Understanding 
of the American Way of Life. 


A BuRBANK, CALIF..—Warner L. 
Owen was installed as the associate 
minister of First Christian Church 
here Oct. 11. Henry L. Searle is 
pastor of First Church. Dr. James 
H. Parrott, executive secretary of 
the Christian Churches of Southern 
California, was the installing of- 
ficer and delivered the sermon titled, 
“A Redemptive Relationship.” Mr. 
Owen graduated from Chapman 
College, Orange, Calif., and received 
his B.D. degree from The College of 
the Bible, Lexington, Ky. 


A Morcan CiTy-BeRwick, LA.—Ed- 
gar W. Hennig was formally in- 
stalled as pastor of First Christian 
Church here on Sept. 27. Frank 
Davis, chairman of the board, pre- 
sided and Joe R. Babb, state execu- 
tive secretary, gave the installation 
sermon. Mr. Hennig attended Texas 
A. and M. for three years and re- 
ceived the A.B. and B.D. degrees 
from Texas Christian University and 
Brite College of the Bible. Mrs. 
Hennig is also a graduate of TCU. 
First Church here was organized 
two years ago and Mr. Hennig is the 
first resident minister. 


A BuRBANK, CALIF..—Warner L. 
Owen began work Oct. 1 as asso- 
ciate minister of First Christian 
Church here. A graduate of Chap- 
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man College, he received the B.D. 
degree from The College of the 
Bible last June. He was ordained 
to the Christian ministry by his 
home church, St. Charles Avenue 
Christian, New Orleans, La., on Sept. 
27. He is one of 12 young persons 
from St. Charles Avenue Church who 
have dedicated their lives to full- 
time Christian service. 


A SCHENECTADY, N. Y.—Frank R. 
Helme was formally installed Oct. 
30, as director of Christian education 
for the Christian Churches of New 
York, New Jersey and New England. 
The service of installation was held 
at Union Street Church here and 
the sermon was given by Dr. Thomas 
Miller, secretary emeritus for the 
Christian Churches of the Northeast- 
ern Area. Philip N. Hollembeak, 
host pastor, presided. Mr. Helme is 
the first full-time Christian educa- 
tion director for the area. 


A REDLANDS, CaLir.—Donald R. 
Woodley was recently installed as 
minister of State Street Christian 
Church here. James Parrott, execu- 
tive secretary of the Christian 
Churches of Southern California, di- 
rected the service. The sermon was 
brought by Gilford E. Olmstead, min- 
ister of First Christian Church, San 
Bernardino. A reception for Mr. and 
Mrs. Woodley followed the service. 
Mr. Woodley received the B.S. degree 
from Cornell University and the 
B.D. degree from Brite College of 
the Bible, Fort Worth, Texas. 


A NorwaLk, Catir.—Frank  E. 


Reichenecker is now serving as pas- 
tor of First Christian Church here. 
A recent graduate of The Graduate 
Seminary, Phillips University, Enid, 
Okla., 


Mr. Reichenecker previously 


served churches in Oklahoma at 
Hominy, Covington and Drummond. 


A Koxkomo, IND.—H. Randel Looka- 
bill, associate minister of South Side 
Christian Church here, has been 
named minister emeritus by the 
congregation. Mr. Lookabill, 84 
years old, has been associate pastor 
for five years. The new relation- 
ship will assure him support and 
care and enable him to work for the 
Lord to the fullest of his physical 
energy. 


A DALLAs, TExas—Rex Mix is the 
new youth director for Central 
Christian Church here. A student 
at Brite College of the Bible, Fort 
Worth, Tex., Mr. Mix is the son of 
Mr. and Mrs. Wilbur M. Mix, pastor 
of First Christian Church, Gaines- 
ville, Tex. E. C. Rowand is min- 
ister of Central Christian Church 
in Dallas. 


A CRAWFORDSVILLE, IND.—George A. 
Million, son of Mr. and Mrs. Paul 
E. Million, minister of First Chris- 
tian Church here, has enrolled in 
the Yale University Divinity School. 
While in seminary he will serve on 
the staff of the United Church, New 
Haven, Conn. His wife, the former 
Romelle Swigart of Manassa, Va., 
is Director of Christian Education 
at the United Church. 


A MorcanTown, W. Va—Lawrence 
L. Bennett has been installed as 
minister of First Christian Church 
here and director of the Disciple 
Student Fellowship. The installa- 
tion sermon was given byr Ralph E. 
Valentine, secretary of the West 
Virginia Christian Missionary So- 
ciety. Mr. Bennett formerly served 
as pastor of First Christian Church, 
Erie, Pa. 





Christian Church Films Foundation 
presents 
Journey to Hope 
a colored, half-hour, 16 mm film 
Rental $12.50 from 
CHRISTIAN BOARD OF PUBLICATION 
Box 179, St. Louis 66, Mo. 








THE GOSPEL 
ACCORDING 









10G582 bound as a collector’s item. Translated 
directly from the original Coptic by 
five world-renowned professors. “Com- 
$200 parable in importance to the Dead Sea 


CHRISTIAN BOARD OF PUBLICATION, Box 179, St. Louis 66, Mo. 


TO THOMAS 


The complete English text of 114 sepa- 
rate, newly discovered sayings attributed 
to Jesus with the full, reconstructed 
Coptic text on facing pages, published 
for the first time in five countries, 


Scrolls”—Oscar Cullman. 
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—CHRISTMAS WAS LOST 
(Continued from page 14.) 


we know when Christmas comes?” he asked ex- 
citedly. 

“Christmas,” echoed his mother. 
thought of that.” 

“Christmas,” cried the three younger children 
and Bettie, the youngest, wailed, “We’ve lost 
Christmas.” 

“We'll have to depend upon our feeling,’ said 
their mother. ‘Maybe we'll know without being 
told when Jesus’ birthday comes. Let’s all keep 
thinking about it and see what is revealed to us.” 

About this time some messengers came for Dr. 
Jameson. He was badly needed in an area about 
a two weeks’ travel distance away. He dropped 
everything and went at once for this is what he 
wanted—to give of his medical and spiritual knowl- 
edge to the Tibetans. At the last moment he 
decided that since he would be in the vicinity of 
Showa, he would go on to that point and pick up 
more supplies before returning home. 

Of course he could not predict how long this 
would take him but, since Mrs. Jameson could 
handle much of the clinic work alone, the length 
of time did not worry him. 

As the weather grew colder, Edward became 
more restless. “It may be Christmas,” he said to 
the family. “I must tell all my friends about Him.” 

“Oh, can I go with you?” asked his sister Carey 
eagerly. And seeing a negative answer even be- 
fore the boy could open his mouth, her first re- 
action was to give way to anger, but the thought, 
This may be Christmas, steadied her and she said, 
“It’s alright Eddie. I think I'll tell my friends 
about Him too.” 

In another part of the house, Betty wistfully 
watched Robbie playing with his yoyo. “Let me 
play with it a while.” Robbie hesitated a moment 
for he was incline to tease his little sister. Then 
he thought, This may be Jesus birthday. “Here,” 
he said, “take it and play with it as long as you 
like.” 

And so it went day after day, the children grow- 
ing in grace in their zeal to be aware of the day 
of days when it came. Mrs. Jameson found the 
idea influencing her life too. Many were the times 
in those busy days when remembering that it 
might be Christmas, helped her to remember also 
why they were there and to make every word, 
every deed done for the people, do honor to her 
Lord. 

“Oh, this blessed season,” she said. “How much 
better to have a whole season of Christmas than 
to have only one day.” 


“T hadn’t 


Then one morning the whole village was astir 
very early. There was much walking on the road 
that went through the village, some loud talking 
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CHRISTMAS CARD PRAYER 


by Floyd M. Groves 


» 
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Lord, bless this house to which our card has come, 
Bless every one who calls this house their home. 


Make it Lord, a place of gracious living, 
The abiding place of love and giving. 


Around this fireside may there linger long 
The sound of laughter and of Christmas song. 


Lord, bless the coming, and bless the going 
Of friends and neighbors through sun or snowing. 


May peace and comfort ever here abide, 
Bless these dear friends of ours this Christmas- 
tide. 
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and already the prayer wheel was whirling. 

They have news we have not yet received, 
thought Mrs. Jameson. She was about to send 
her faithful cook and housekeeper out to see what 
was happening when she saw horsemen coming. 
She stood in the doorway watching. It was rare 
that strangers traveled so far inland. How she 
wished this caravan would bring her husband in, 
but that couldn’t be possible since it was coming in 
from the opposite direction. 


Then she saw a travel-weary man get off his 
horse, take a few step on unsteady legs and with 
great effort stagger directly toward her. There 
was a frightening moment until she saw two fa- 
miliar blue eyes. She ran out to help him in. 

“Well, we made it,’’ he said. ‘Rode so steadily 
that my legs are almost useless.” At the sound of 
his voice the four children jumped out of bed and 
ran to him crying, “Daddy.” 


“Merry Christmas,” said their father, trying to 
embrace them all at once. « 


“Christmas?” cried the children. “Is this the 
day?” 

It’s the day,” said their father. “Our Lord’s 
birthday.” And then, to prove that he wasn’t 


always absent-minded, he pulled a small calendar 
from his pocket that showed each date circled with 
pencil, beginning November 25, the date he left 
Showa. 

“And I have presents for all of you.” 

“Presents?” asked the children who had forgot- 
ten the traditional manner of celebrating our 
Lord’s birthday. 

“We've been living Christmas for a long time,” 
said little Bettie to her father. 

“Living Christmas is right,” said her mother, 
“and what a joyful experience it’s been.” As she 
talked she dug into a small footlocker for the few 
gifts carried from Batang for this special day. 
She felt something uneven at the bottom of the 
box and, reaching in, pulled out the calendar. 
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—USING THE BIBLE 
(Continued from page 9.) 


that they do not bring reproach upon the church. 

We ought to realize that the scriptures are an 
unrolling of the revelation of God. Sometimes we 
can be misled by not seeing the whole picture. For 
instance, what is a person to do if he looks to the 
fourteenth chapter of Deuteronomy and reads that 
it is wrong to eat camel, rabbit, or catfish? 

But we read of the continuing revelation of 
God’s Will and Way in the tenth chapter of Acts 
where Peter had his vision and experience with 
God. A sheet descended before him with all kinds 
of unclean food on it, and the command came for 
Peter to take and eat. Peter responded, “Lord, 
you know that I have never eaten anything that 
is unclean.” The response came to Peter that 
what God has cleansed and created, let no man 
call unclean. 

The Bible is a revelation of God. The Bible is 
a guide to God. It is not God himself. Sometimes 
we enshrine the Bible something like an idol or 
god. The Bible is to be used as a guide that we 
might find God, but it is to be used in a sensible 
manner. You can easily twist and pervert the 
Scriptures. Paul said to Timothy, “Do your best 
to present yourself to God as one approved, a 
workman [note that word, “workman’’] who has 
no need to be ashamed, rightly handling the word 
of truth.” 

To study the scripture, to use the scripture, to 
be guided by the scripture, we must work. 





HERE ARE SONGS TO USE OVER and OVER! 





en 


One does not hand another a book of calculus 
or a book on orthopedic surgery and expect him 
to turn to the middle of the book and all of a 
sudden to understand it. Nor should one hand 
another a copy of the Bible and say, “Take it and 
read it, and it will explain everything.’’ The Bible 
will explain things, but only if used aright. When 
we study the Scriptures we should study, examine 
them, go to them and try to understand and also 
to understand the conditions under which they 
were written. 

We should go to other people who are trying 
to study and share our understanding. This 
means study of the Bible together. It means read- 
ing books of other men who have sought to under- 
stand the meaning of the Word of Words. We 
should read unhurriedly and set a time for actual 
study, not skimming. We must examine and think 
about what we read. 

Dr. Halford Luccock has observed that when 
Moslems go to the mosque they leave their shoes 
outside the door, and that, unfortunately, it is a 
practice with too many Christians that when they 
come to worship or study they leave their brains 
outside. We must think and then apply the scrip- 
ture to ourselves. 

The Bible is the guide to show us God. It has 
been described as an anvil that has worn out many 
hammers. Many men have beat upon it and 
argued against it. There have been those who 
have ridiculed it, and others who have ignored it. 
But still the Bible lives and guides men. Let us 
use it, but use it wisely—as a guide to God. 
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_THESE ALL-YEAR LONG! 
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Recorded music can‘help, in so many ways, to lead small children to mean- 
ingful worship experiences! Here, especially created for your children, are a 
record album and songbook teachers, parents and children will love. Are you 
using HOME AND CHURCH SONGS at home and in children’s church 


school classes? Many of the songs were written for these records; some are 
old favorites and action game songs; all are on God’s love, seasons, Jesus, 


and familiar everyday things. 


Record album: Three 45 r.p.m. extended-play records with 40 songs sung 
distinctly by a soprano and tenor, followed by piano alone so the children 


can sing along. Non-breakable vinylite. $2.95 


Songbook: Music, for piano and singing, and all verses of songs on the records 
plus 22 others in an attractive 64-page, two-color book. 65 cents 


Record album and songbook, combined, $3.45 


Order from: 

CHRISTIAN BOARD 
OF PUBLICATION 
Box 179, 

St. Louis 66, Missouri 





“The spirit and soul of all reformation is free discussion.” 


—Alexander Campbell 





Statement of Belief 
Editor, The CE-FR: 


I surely do enjoy the combined 
paper. I have always liked Dr. Davi- 
son’s “Let’s Talk It Over,” both his 
answers and the humor he uses in 
his replies to some of the questions. 
Dr. J. Warren Hastings’ corner is an- 
other favorite with me. He is short 
and to the point, and always has 
something good to think about. “A 
Faith to Live By” is fine, for those 
of us who are interested enough to 
read that much. 


There is one thing that concerns 
me. It seems to me that as true 
Christians we should have a state- 
ment of what we believe, briefly put 
into words for all to read, so that 
they may know whereon we stand. 
When another asks me, “Where do 
I read what you Disciples believe?” 
how I would like to open the maga- 
zine to one place and find it there 
in a few words. In discussing this 
with others of our own church, a 
man made the remark, “Too many 
of us don’t know what we believe,” 
and we came to the conclusion it 
was time to call this to the attention 
of those who edit our paper. 


Yes, I can tell folks what I be- 
lieve, but when they ask about the 
Christian Church, then I’d like to 
have it down in black and white 
print to show them.—GLaDYys MARIE 
PRIME, Post Falls, Idaho 


EpDITOoR’s COMMENT: Let us not 
yield to temptation. To put down 
“in black and white” what we be- 
lieve would be to put ourselves right 
back where Barton W. Stone and 
Thomas Campbell were 150 years 
ago when confronted with the 
church’s written creeds and confes- 
sions. To say that we believe the 
whole Bible belies our actions some- 
times, but this is our principle. 

We share Mrs. Prime’s discomfort 
often. But there is surely room for 
one body of people which trusts the 
individual believer to find direct ac- 
cess to God. 


Now if you want to know what 
various individuals believe, such 
books are available. We could even 
recommend “Doctrine and Thought 
of the Disciples of Christ,’ and 
“What We Believe,’ by the editor 
and associate editor of this journal, 
respectively. But you will not be 
bound by what they say. 
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Alarmed 
Editor, The CE-FR: 


What in the world is happening 
to our ministry? I have reference 
to the two recent news items that 
appeared in the Sept. 13 and 20 is- 
sues of The CE-FR. The title of 
the one was “Ecumenical Ordina- 
tion,” and it related the account of 
“a Disciple’ who had been serving 
as a Congregational minister while 
attending school and has become the 
pastor of a Quaker church. The 
other news item concerned a Disci- 
ple minister who has just become 
pastor of a Congregational church 
on the West Coast. 

What in the world is happening 
to our ministry? Are we becoming 
what Nels Ferre calls a bunch of 
“ecumaniacs”? As the ministry of 
the Disciples of Christ do we stand 
for something or are we falling for 
everything? 

Granted we need to be concerned 
about Christian unity, but do we 
make our contribution by becom- 
ing Congregationalists, Presbyterians, 
Methodists, Friends, and the like? I 
certainly agree with Perry Gresham 
in “The Past Is But Prologue” when 
he says that “to insist that all other 
Christians join us is the height of 
denominationalism,” but certainly 
this does not mean that we all ought 
to abandon the Christian church and 
join up with all of the various de- 
nominations—PAuL A. REMICK, Le- 
moyne, Pa. 


EDIToR’Ss COMMENT: We don’t 
share Brother Remick’s alarm. 
There’s an old saying that one swal- 
low doesn’t make a summer. In a 
group our size, two ministers do not 
indicate a trend. Cross-fertilization 
often is a good thing. And, they 
go both ways. Just today I read 
about one of our ministers who died 
in 1954, who was a Roman Catholic 
convert 59 years before. 


On Scholarship 
Editor, The CE-FR: 

Thanks for your editorial, “What 
Is Scholarship?” in the August 9 is- 
sue. 

As a teacher I have grown critical 
of “It is believed,” “Many scholars 
agree,” “Biblical scholars,” etc., with 
never a quote from any authority 
that I could look up. 

I refuse to use the short time in 
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Letters... 


Bible class to discuss anything but 
the message of the book. 

When we come to the Book of 
Daniel I will not teach it as an “alle- 
gory.” 

The findings of archaeology have 
refuted the supposition of “many 
scholars” and I expect there will be 
further interesting discoveries.—Mrs. 
MAUDE C, BEHNER, Billings, Mont. 


EDITOR’s COMMENT: God’s will is 
revealed in many different literary 
forms in the Bible. It is always 
helpful if we treat them for what 
they are, not for what someone 
wishes they were. History, allegory, 
poetry, prose, parable and fable, 
they are all there. ‘‘Biblical 
scholar” is always a relative term. 


90 Per Cent Fools 
Editor, The CE-FR: 


If I go out on the street and greet 
the first ten people I meet by say- 
ing, “You are a fool,” I believe I 
would be 90 per cent right and get 
much cussing. 

Because so many claiming to be 
Christians are hypocrites—have not 
put on the wedding garment—they 
are “fools.” 

Because you could drink of the 
“water of life,” and never thirst any 
more, but you will not—you are a 
“fool.” 

Because you could buy the pearl 
of great value (Eternal Life) you do 
not, but feed on husks. You are a 
“fool.”—B. P. Moopy, Detroit, Texas 


Tom Dooley 
Editor, The CE-FR: 


Thank you for paying your re- 
spects to Dr. Thomas A. Dooley (CE- 
FR, Oct. 25, 1959). 

When the ruler of a Buddhist king- 
dom gives the Order of a Million 
Elephants and the White Parasols to 
an American; when the head of the 
Church of England bestows the 
Order of Victoria; and when the 
editors of powerful Protestant pub- 
lications honor the American doctor 
with editorials of commendation for 
his compassion and care of a nation 
of people whose religion and cul- 
ture is so basically different, then 
we can really see Christianity at 
work—not at a committee meeting 
nor even at ecclesiastical order but 
because he learned the real mean- 
ing of “Love one another.”—Mkrs. 
BRYAN EpwarbDs, Lubbock, Tex. 
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VERY church can have some 
E, kind of a periodical that goes 
out to all of its members on a 
regular basis—and every church 
should. 

Most efficient churches have a 
weekly paper that is prepared 
and mailed on a schedule that 
varies little from one year to the 
next. Many inefficient church 
leaders feel that the task is too 
much work and too expensive. 
But let us look for a moment at 
the advantages of a little work 
and a little expense concentrated 
in a weekly mailing of a printed 
or mimeographed periodical. 


—members get accurate informa- 
tion on business, meetings, ac- 
tivities, and people 

—program announcements can be 
built up over a period of weeks 
to inspire enthusiasm 

—even the absentees and the in- 
active members are given a 
weekly reminder of the church 
and its program 

—members can refer to articles 
to get details they may have 
forgotten 

—new members can become 
known to the congregation 
through a brief sketch of each 
person, and they can learn 
about the church as they read 
about its activities every week 


The work of preparing the 
copy is done by an editor—some- 
times the minister—and the typ- 
ing, addressing and mailing by 
volunteer helpers who give two 
or three hours a week to a spe- 
cific assignment on Monday or 
Tuesday. 


It is not a time-consuming task 





Samuel F. Pugh is national direc- 
tor of church development of The 
United Christian Missionary Society, 
Indianapolis. 
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TOWARD A BETTER CHURCH 
by Samuel F. Pugh 


Your Church Newsletter 


for a pastor to take a few min- 
utes each day to write a para- 
graph or article about an item 
of importance. Notes assembled 
during the week may be written 
as articles early Monday or Tues- 
day morning. A good typist will 
be able to take part of the re- 
sponsibility and allow the min- 
ister-editor to pive his time to the 
writing of the articles. 


Before deciding to have a week- 
ly newspaper, the church board 
should appoint a committee to 
investigate the cost, the time re- 
quired, the personnel needed, the 
equipment, the procedures in- 
volved and the advantages that 
might be expected. 


It should be determined 
whether the cost will be paid by 
budget, subscription, personal 
subsidy or advertising. Subscrip- 
tion rates need to be low and in 
all probability will not cover the 
cost of production and mailing. 
A budget item will need to be 
added. Advertising uses up valu- 
able news space and is usually 
considered no more than a dona- 
tion by the advertiser. 


It is wise to consult the local 
postmaster before deciding to 
print rather than to mimeograph 
the paper. Printing is more at- 
tractive but more expensive, and 
yet the mailing of printed ma- 
terials may be included in the 
“per pound” rate if the periodical 
meets certain postal regulations. 
These regulations are strictly ob- 
served by most postmasters and 
should be followed religiously by 
the church. 

Before launching a _ weekly 
newspaper the committee might 
talk with the editor of a paper 
of another church. One might 
be able to profit by his experience 
and see what procedures are nec- 
essary for the preparation of a 
church paper. 


In all probability several 
church periodicals come to the 
office every week. They may be 
studied for style, format and con- 
tent. Some are much better than 
others. Each gives its own im- 
pression of the church from 
which it comes. 


There are several manuals that 
may be studied by a committee. 
We suggest that at least one of 
these’ be purchased and used as 
a basis of the public relations 
activities of your church. 

You really should have a 
church periodical—but make it 
a good one. 





1Speak Out for Your Church. By 
Louise Moseley. Christian Board of 
Publication, Beaumont and Pine, Box 
179, St. Louis 66, Mo. 50c. 





% Ideal for Christmas giving! 


soe? OF NAZARETH 


JESUS 











By Harry Emerson Fosdick. Here is 
inspiring reading for people of all ages 
and all faiths. In clear, simple and in- 
formal prose one of America’s wisest 











10J233 ministers recounts the life of Jesus from 
his birth in Bethlehem, through the 
$195 Crucifixion and Resurrection, weaving 
them into the background of the times. 


Illustrated by Steele Savage. 


CHRISTIAN BOARD OF PUBLICATION, Box 179, St. Louis 66, Mo. 
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‘‘yYou Are What You Read’’ 


Bible Translators 


Two Thousand Tongues to Go. By 
Ethel Emily Wallis and Mary An- 
gela Bennett. Harper & Brothers. 
308 pages. $3.95. 


We learn from The American 
Bible Society that, after more than 
nineteen hundred years, the Scrip- 
tures exist, at least in part, in more 
than 1,100 languages. However, we 
are told in this book of true-life 
adventures of the Wycliffe Bible 
translators throughout the world, 
that there are still Two Thousand 
Tongues to Go. 


William Cameron Townsend, the 
founder of the Wycliffe Bible Trans- 
lators, went to Guatemala in 1917 
and, while trying to interest a Guate- 
malen Indian in a Spanish edition 
of the Bible, heard the plaintive 
plea, “Why hasn’t God learned our 
language?” Since that day he has 
developed this world-girdling group 
of more than 4,000 graduates of 
linguists to give God other tongues. 
These linguists have entered 175 
different language groups in 11 
countries. 

The American Bible Society pub- 
lishes Bibles in new language trans- 
lations and it is an exciting day at 
the Board meeting of the Society 
when a new language translation 
is presented for the first time. I 
well remember when a copy of the 
first edition of two thousand five 
hundred Navajo New Testaments 
was shown to us for the first time in 
1956. Within five months after its 
publication the first edition was sold 
out, within a year the second print- 
ing was exhausted, and a third is 
selling well. 

Two Thousand Tongues to Go is 
instructive and most entertaining 
reading. I wish that the authors 
had given us more of the “how” of 
translation, but that would have 
taken another book. I am glad that 
the Christian Literature Commission 
of Disciples of Christ has recom- 
mended this book. All who read it 
should be inspired and learn some- 
thing of the work of the Bible trans- 
lators. 
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How anyone ever learns the 100,- 
000 conjugations of a single verb, 
which is possible in some cases, is 
beyond me, but pioneering young 
people are doing it, and they are 
thus helping the peoples of the 
world hear God speak in their own 
language.—Mrs. Jesse M. Bader 


Second Century Studies 


The Doctrine of Grace in the Apos- 
tolic Fathers. By Thomas F. Tor- 
rance. William B. Eerdmans Pub- 
lishing Company. 150 pages. $3. 


Doctoral dissertations do not al- 
ways make interesting (or profit- 
able) reading even for practitioners 
in the field studied. Here we have 
a happy exception. This volume by 
the editor of the Scottish Journal of 
Theology is an important contribu- 
tion to our understanding of the 
doctrinal development of the church 
in the second century. 

The significance of the changing 
theology of grace traced in these 
pages is enormous. Far-reachng al- 
terations in the concept of the 
nature of the church, the “fin- 
ished work” of Christ, and the char- 
acter of man’s response to the 
gospel occur in the thought of the 
Apostolic Fathers. Dr. Torrance 
traces the deviations of these men 
from the Biblical position with 
great care and thoroughness. 

In an excellent introductory chap- 
ter the author states in some de- 
tail the biblical doctrine of grace. 
Adequate attention is given to the 
history and usage of the Greek term 
charis in classical, Hellenistic and 
Philonic contexts. There follows 
a splendid section on the idea of 
grace (hesed) in the Old Testa- 
ment. Grace is defined as “the 
amazing choice of Israel by God as 
creating a community in fellowship 
with God who bestows Himself upon 
them as Father and Saviour for 
ever.” Torrance points out that the 
Old Testament idea of grace in- 
cludes as integral ingredients right- 
eousness, love and justice—differen- 
tiations held together in unity. 
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To these foundational constructs 
the New Testament adds two major 


notions: (1) The uncaused nature of 
Divine love (it is not called forth 
in response to some value in His 
creatures); (2) the identification of 
the decisive redemptive deed of God 
with the person of Christ. Grace 
thus becomes event. 


From this high level grace des- 
cends to pedestrian plains in the 
Apostolic Fathers. The Didache is 
charged with missing the centrality 
of the message of the cross and the 
liberated life of the justified. 


Ignatius conceives of faith in im- 
personal terms and takes a large 
step toward defining it as accept- 
ance of the traditions of the church. 
Ignatius, Polycarp and Barnabas 
misunderstood the salvation wrought 
by Christ as a life of obligation 
which must be fulfilled by the in- 
defatigable preformance of deeds 
of righteousness. 


The Shepherd of Hermas fails to 
see the relation between the death 
of Christ and human redemption. 
First Clement does not perceive the 
significance of the mediatorial func- 
tion of Christ. Second Clement is 
decidedly moralistic in tone and 
emphasis. 

Thus, grace becomes seriously de- 
graded in the writings of the Apos- 
tolic Fathers. The consequences of 
their failure were titanic. Grace 
came to be regarded as an enabling 
power for the continuance of the 
Christian life rather than the re- 
demptive work of God’s love from 
beginning to end. Ecclesiological 
implications, later to be worked out 
in the construction of the hierarchy, 
are apparent in the view of grace 
as a commodity under the control 
of the church. 

Any serious student of the post- 
apostolic development of the church 
—theological and_ ecclesiastical— 
will be richly rewarded by a careful 
study of this excellent work. The 
book also serves as a magnificent 
summary statement of the Biblical 
doctrine of grace.—FreED P. THOMP- 
SON, JR. 
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* Over 75,000 center column references 


* 192-page concise Concordance and list of 
proper names 


* 12 maps in full color 
* Three-color Presentation page 





TEXT EDITION 


Maroon buckram over boards, leatheroid spine, attractive 
two-color jacket. 35A120 


ILLUSTRATED EDITION 


Excellent for young people. Page size: 


35A112 


tive two-color jacket. 


Black leatheroid binding with zipper. 
35A117 








During Universal Bible Week 


A popular Bible for home and family use. Page size: 


6.50 


sy” x 7”. 


Blue washable cloth over boards, stained top, square corners, attrac- 


Black leatheroid, limp style, round corners, red edges, boxed. 35A114 3.50 


Otherwise same as above. 


Black genuine leather, divinity circuit, gold edges, boxed. 35A119 -- 


order from Christian Board of Publication, Box 179, St. Louis 66, Mo. 


and Give 


THE REVISED STANDARD VERSION BIBLE 


CONCORDANCE REFERENCE EDITION 


Now Scripture reading and study can be more informative, more 
deeply satisfying than ever before. This edition of the RSV 
Bible with more than 75,000 center column references, 12 maps, 
a 192-page concise Concordance and list of proper names makes 
the perfect gift for friends and family during Universal Bible 
week. Clergymen will find this Bible indispensable in preparing 
sermons. Church school teachers and Christian educators will 
appreciate its help in planning lessons. Students and seminarians 
will find it basic for detailed study of the Scriptures. And, this 
handsome edition will win a warm welcome from laymen who 
appreciate a Bible that is as useful as it is beautiful. Leading 
type specialists and book designers have worked with expert 
craftsmen and binders to make this the finest of Bibles. 


1504 pages Page size: 5-1/2” x 8-5/16” 


LESS THAN 11/,” THICK 


Maroon buckram over boards, India paper, leatheroid 
spine, gold stamping. 35A466 $ 9.00 


Black genuine leather, India paper, limp style, round 
corners, gold edges, ribbon marker, boxed. 35A467 12.50 


Red genuine 





leather. Otherwise same as above. 





* All bindings stamped in genuine gold 35A468 -- -- 12.50 
ONLY 13/16” THICK 
New, super-thin Indopaque paper manufactured especially for 
Nelson Bibles used exclusively in these deluxe editions. 
Black genuine cowhide, Nelson Indopaque Black genuine morocco, leather-lined, Nelson 
paper, semi-overlapping covers, round cor- Indopaque paper, semi-overlapping covers, 
ners, gold edges, ribbon marker, boxed. round corners, gold edges, ribbon marker, 
35A469 __- siienisnaiinninilohiinitanadall $17.50 SON SUED sinc eecntehcnticimninen $22.50 
Red genuine cowhide. Otherwise same as Red genuine morocco. Otherwise same as 
E:T httadcdineninncnnne 17.50 above. 35A472 __- 22.50 





54” x sl”. 


Black genuine leather, 
edges, ribbon marker, boxed. 


limp style, round corners, gold 
35A121 


$3.25 
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QUESTION: Don’t you think more 
people should have joined with the 
American Council of Churches and 
worn arm bands of mourning when 
Khrushchev was in our country? 
How could we welcome a man who 
has been responsible for the mur- 
der of so many innocent people? 


ANSWER: This question comes 
while the visit of Mr. Khrushchev 
is still in progress. By the time my 
answer is printed his visit may be 
forgotten or our own President may 
have been to Russia and back. 
What may develop during that 
length of time between the United 
States and Soviet Russia may prove 
how wrong I am in my appraisal. 
It won’t be the first time that I 
have been wrong. 

From your letter you seem to 
have the American Council of 
Churches confused with the Na- 
tional Council of Churches. That 
is exactly what the American 
Council would want. In fact they 
chose their name so that in public- 
ity uninformed people would think 
they were speaking for the Prot- 
estant church. They speak only 
for a small group of dissident 
brethren, some of whom are not 
even allowed to speak for their 
own religious body. 

The American Council has been 
known to hold its convention in the 
city where the National Council 
(or the World Council) was to 
meet, coming a few days early and 
trying to get all the publicity and 
confusing as many people as pos- 
sible. The “mourning arm band,” 
was in my opinion more or less a 
publicity stunt which fizzled and in 
some cases backfired. 

Be assured that I am not trying 
to defend many of the things Mr. 
Khrushchev has done but he was in 
our country at the invitation of our 
President. That does not mean 


that we were under obligation to 
fall down and kiss his toe but it 
did mean that we should treat this 
guest in our country with respect. 

At this time I have no idea just 
how President Eisenhower will be 
received in Russia but if people 
along the streets carry disrespect- 
ful placards or wear mourning arm 
bands I will decide they are lack- 
ing in culture and good manners. 

I listened for more than an hour 
to our guest’s speech before the 
United Nations Assembly. I am 
convinced that he is a man either 
of remarkable ability or one who 
employs a good ghost writer. His 
advocacy of complete disarmament 
by all nations met with my full 
endorsement. 


Past actions of the Soviets would 
cause all of us to question greatly 
the sincerity of his suggestion— 
especially if they are unwilling to 
have some sort of inspection. Even 
so, it is good to make all the dele- 
gates at United Nations think again 
on the subject of disarmament. 

I feel quite sure that our Presi- 
dent pointed out many of the dis- 
crepancies in Khrushchev’s speeches 
while in the United States. Per- 
sonally, I am much happier having 
the leaders of our two countries 
talking to each other instead of 
shooting at each other. 

The second part of your ques- 
tion has to do with the number of 
innocent people Mr. Khrushchev 
has been responsible for killing. 
In this matter no nation is in a 
position of praying “Lord we thank 
thee that we are not as other na- 
tions are.” During my lifetime I 
have lived through two world wars 
and one “international incident.” 

Wars slays its million of innocent 
people and we justify it on the 
grounds that it is war. In fact, I 
was a bit surprised that Mr. Khrush- 
chev did not mention in any 
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of his speeches that up to this date 
the only atom bombs that have 
been dropped were dropped from 
American planes. 


It was war but, nevertheless, an 
untold number of innocent Japan- 
ese were killed and thousands are 
still suffering from that black page 
in world history. All nations had 
better cry out “Lord be merciful 
to us who are sinners.” 


Let it be known that Mr. Eisen- 
hower did not consult with me 
about inviting the head of the 
Russian government to visit our 
country. Had he done so I would 
have perhaps advised against it. 
However, I think he was in a better 
position to know world needs than 
I am and I think in a better posi- 
tion than the leaders of the Amer- 
ican Council of Churches. 

Mr. Eisenhower is my President 
and when he invites guests to our 
country I intend to uphold his act 
and treat those people with the 
respect that is due a guest of the 
President of the United States. 
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